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The final performance report summarizes the outcome of your FMPP award objectives.  As stated in the 
FMPP Terms and Conditions, you will not be eligible for future FMPP or Local Food Promotion Program 
grant funding unless all close-out procedures are completed, including satisfactory submission of this 
final performance report.   
 
This final report will be made available to the public once it is approved by FMPP staff.  Write the report 
in a way that promotes your project's accomplishments, as this document will serve as not only a 
learning tool, but a promotional tool to support local and regional food programs.  Particularly, 
recipients are expected to provide both qualitative and quantitative results to convey the activities and 
accomplishments of the work.   
 
The report is limited to 10 pages and is due within 90 days of the project’s performance period end 
date, or sooner if the project is complete.  Provide answers to each question, or answer “not applicable” 
where necessary.  It is recommended that you email or fax your completed performance report to FMPP 
staff to avoid delays:  

 
FMPP Phone: 202-690-4152; Email: USDAFMPPQuestions@ams.usda.gov; Fax: 202-690-4152 

 
Should you need to mail your documents via hard copy, contact FMPP staff to obtain mailing 
instructions.   
 

Report Date Range:  
(e.g. September 30, 20XX-September 29, 20XX) 

September 30, 2014- September 29, 2016 

Authorized Representative Name: Bonnie Riedesel  
Authorized Representative Phone: 540-885-5174 
Authorized Representative Email: bonnie@cspdc.org 

Recipient Organization Name:  Central Shenandoah Planning District Commission 
Project Title as Stated on Grant Agreement:  Shenandoah Valley Fields of Gold Agritourism Program 

Grant Agreement Number:  
(e.g. 14-FMPPX-XX-XXXX) 

14-FMPPX-VA-0096 

Year Grant was Awarded:  2014 
Project City/State:  Counties of Augusta, Bath, Botetourt, Highland, Page, 

Rockbridge, Rockingham, and Shenandoah; Cities of Buena 
Vista, Harrisonburg, Lexington, Staunton, and Waynesboro, 
VA. 
 

Total Awarded Budget:  $93,674.00 
 
FMPP staff may contact you to follow up for long-term success stories.  Who may we contact?  
☒ Same Authorized Representative listed above (check if applicable). 
☐ Different individual: Name: ______________; Email:  ______________; Phone: ______________ 

mailto:USDAFMPPQuestions@ams.usda.gov
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1. State the goals/objectives of your project as outlined in the grant narrative and/or approved by 
FMPP staff.  If the goals/objectives from the narrative have changed from the grant narrative, 
please highlight those changes (e.g. “new objective”, “new contact”, “new consultant”, etc.).  You 
may add additional goals/objectives if necessary.  For each item below, qualitatively discuss the 
progress made and indicate the impact on the community, if any.   
 

i. Goal/Objective 1: Boost rural economic development through regional collaboration.  
The objective is for the agritourism industry to benefit from economies of scale, greater 
drawing power and impact, and increased competitiveness for scarce resources by 
participating in a regional program rather than many individual local programs. 

a. Progress Made: We hired an Agritourism Coordinator who began work on 
January 6, 2015.  This position was responsible for implementing the marketing 
and business support goals of this project. 
 
We held a total of eight Steering Committee meetings. These meetings 
consisted of Fields of Gold Farm Trail members and local tourism and economic 
development staff. Meetings occurred quarterly with an average of 12-15 
attendees.  
 
We attended a total of 18 speaking engagements, workshops, conferences and 
meetings to tell the region’s agricultural story and disseminate our results. 
Additionally, we spoke about the program and its progress at two City Council 
meetings and three Board of Supervisors meetings.  
 
We held an annual member event in April 2016, our Fields of Gold Spring 
Jubilee. The CEO of the Virginia Tourism Corporation was the keynote speaker. 
Two Farm Trail members, a lavender farm and an orchard and hard cidery, 
spoke about marketing efforts that have been successful for them as well as 
ways to add value to products and diversify the farm.  

 
b. Impact on Community: These efforts allowed us to work with our partners in the 

community to collaborate and mainstream all of our efforts. It enabled us to 
increase our reach and offer more activities/efforts while decreasing the 
resources necessary to do so. Through sharing the Fields of Gold story we were 
able to inspire and encourage others in their efforts to establish their own 
agritourism program in other parts of Virginia.  

 

ii. Goal/Objective 2: Recognition of the Shenandoah Valley as the #1 agritourism 
destination in the nation.  The objective is to develop and deliver a concise and 
comprehensive Fields of Gold marketing message to collectively promote the 
abundance of the Shenandoah Valley’s agricultural products, destinations, and 
experiences.   

a. Progress Made: We updated 203 individual member profile pages on the Fields 
of Gold website.  This process added enhanced descriptions and engaging 
photos or logos, and confirmed the accuracy of members’ contact information.  
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We created a promotional display for use at events and conferences. This 
display consisted of a table runner with Fields of Gold logo; Farm Trail members’ 
products such as pickles, maple syrup, waffle mix, lavender products, honey, 
wool, and jam; a table top pop-up banner; a visitor e-newsletter sign-up sheet; 
business cards for the Agritourism Coordinator; and our brochures and latest ad.  
 
We regularly posted on Facebook and were able to increase our Facebook 
following by 257%, from 420 followers to over 1500. We also started an 
Instagram page that now has close to 200 followers.  
 
We set up reciprocal website links. In addition to our having a link to every 
member’s website or Facebook page on the Fields of Gold website, 
approximately 35% of our members have our logo and website link on their 
websites. Local tourism websites and many Inns in the Fields of Gold region also 
have it posted.  
 
We maintained a monthly events and activities calendar on our website.  These 
events are promoted regularly on Fields of Gold social media. 
 
We promoted the Fields of Gold Farm Trail to consumers and vendors at 10 
Farmers Markets and 15 agritourism-related events.  
 
We purchased and delivered promotional totes and bumper stickers to Fields of 
Gold members for distribution to their customers.  The promotion products also 
were given out at events and farmers’ markets.  
 
Brochures and rack cards were kept replenished and stocked at member 
business locations as well as at farmers’ markets, visitors’ centers, tourism 
offices, and some inns, hotels, campgrounds, schools and libraries.  
 
In June 2015 we began distributing “Adventure Awaits,” a monthly visitor e-
newsletter highlighting 7-9 upcoming events on the Farm Trail. We distributed 
14 Adventure Awaits newsletters. The list serve for this newsletter is currently 
at almost 1,000 email addresses and has an average open rate of 37% and an 
average click rate of 15%.  
 
We added features to our website including mobile readiness and enhanced 
profile pages. Over 38% of all Fields of Gold website users are accessing the site 
from their cell phones or other mobile devices. Fields of Gold is also listed on 
www.virginia.org  
 

b. Impact on Community: Fields of Gold-Shenandoah Valley’s Farm Trail has 
increased community and visitor awareness of agriculture in our region and the 
options for fresh food as well as fun and educational activities.  Fields of Gold 
provides a convenient place (website) to find farmers’ markets, pick your own 
farms, farm to table restaurants, fun on the farm, festivals, and so much more. 
Several of our Fields of Gold members have reported that it has increased the 
number of visitors to their farms and farm businesses. 

http://www.virginia.org/
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iii. Goal/Objective 3: Assist agritourism businesses with increasing their sales and achieving 
their mission and goals.  The objective is for Fields of Gold to create opportunities for 
entrepreneurs and existing businesses to grow through the support of an established 
agritourism program including connections to business resources, services, and training 
opportunities. 

a. Progress Made: We gained 56 new Farm Trail members, which is a 34% increase 
during the FMPP grant period. We started with 167 members and now have 223 
members.  This exceeded our goal of 200 members, and the program continues 
to attract new members. 

 
Each member received a welcome packet which consisted of a letter welcoming 
them to the Farm Trail and explaining their benefits and responsibilities, a stack 
of brochures, bumper stickers, promotional tote, member signage, copy of the 
latest seasonal ad, copy of the latest Adventure Awaits, and a copy of the latest 
Fence Talk member newsletter. 

 
We sent out 9 quarterly “members only” newsletters highlighting signature 
events, upcoming workshops and trainings, grant opportunities, networking 
opportunities, and reminders about the marketing and business support tools 
that Fields of Gold offers its members – like the member portal on the website 
or the identifying member signage.  During the grant period, the newsletter 
shifted to a Constant Contact format.  
 
The member portal was kept up to date with upcoming grant and training 
opportunities, logos, and web links to a variety of agritourism resources and 
partners. 
 
We held 6 Meet & Greets and met with members from these localities: 
Botetourt, Bath, Shenandoah, Rockbridge, Lexington, Buena Vista, Rockingham, 
Harrisonburg, Staunton, Augusta, and Waynesboro. These events were designed 
were held at a member’s location and were designed to emphasize networking 
among members.  Members were reminded via a presentation of the website 
and social media sites of their member benefits and ways they could work 
together with Fields of Gold staff to promote each other and the program. It 
also gave members the opportunity to relationship build and network with 
those farms nearest them.  
 
We partnered with KL Creative Media to provide complimentary, customized 
digital media sessions with our members in each region. We also partnered with 
tourism in each locality so that members would not have far to travel. Eight 
member businesses took advantage of this opportunity.  
 
We participated on the FEED Grant (Food Education for Entrepreneurial 
Development) Committee with SCCF (Staunton Creative Community Fund). Over 
15 farms and farm businesses in the region applied for the grant funds and one 
of our members, Red Hen Restaurant in Lexington, was one of the $5000 grant 
recipients.  



Page 5 of 9 

We were an integral part in the 2016 Farm2Fork Affair Expo for the Staunton, 
Augusta, Waynesboro region. We were able to promote 23 of our farms to over 
125 restaurants, groceries, food distributors, and schools from around the 
region and Washington, D.C. As part of this event, we offered our farmers 
training on how to set up their booth and engage potential clients, selling 
techniques, and marketing tools such as having a seasonal calendar and 
distribution schedule available in addition to brochures and business cards. We 
also participated in the January 2015 and January 2016 Love at First Bite events 
which were very similar to the Farm2Fork Affair. 
 
We designed and produced member signage in two styles (one a weather proof 
sticker, one in a stand). Signs were delivered to all members in early 2016 to 
identify them as a member of the Fields of Gold Farm Trail. 
 
A member satisfaction survey was distributed to members in June 2016. It was 
used to determine which of our efforts have been the most beneficial and 
successful. It also helped us to gather ideas around what they would like to see 
from the program in the future. We plan to use this survey at least two times 
per year.  
 
Fields of Gold was mentioned over 20 times in newspaper articles in and around                                        
the region, twice in Agritourism World e-news, and 5 segments on the local TV 
news.  
 
Fields of Gold won three of its awards during this grant reporting period for 
regional collaboration and best practices. 

               
b. Impact on Community: Farmers and business owners experienced increased 

opportunities for networking and relationship building, more exposure to the 
public via Fields of Gold marketing efforts, increased opportunities for training 
on topics such as marketing, use of social media, adding value to products, 
business services like having a brochure or business cards, and ways to diversify 
the farm and engage potential new clients. Many of these opportunities for 
growth and better business practices were made available through our 
collaboration with our community partners who specialize in such things and 
small business support organizations. All of this makes the farms and farm 
businesses more accessible and desirable for potential visitors and increases 
traffic to the area, thus assisting other local businesses in experiencing 
increased business and sales. 

 
2. Quantify the overall impact of the project on the intended beneficiaries, if applicable, from the 

baseline date (the start of the award performance period, September 30, 2014).  Include further 
explanation if necessary.   
 
Overall impact of the program was evaluated using the following measures: 

i. A Fields of Gold Agritourism Coordinator was hired. 
ii. The number of Fields of Gold Farm Trail members grew from 167 to 223, a 34% increase.  

This exceeded the project’s goal of 200. 
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iii. Facebook followers increased from 420 to over 1500, a 257% increase. 
iv. Fields of Gold website traffic continues to increase.  At the beginning of August 2016, we 

had nearly 4,000 page views and approximately 1,500.  We have seen a correlation 
between advertising placement and user location as well as a connection between social 
media posts as well as shared participation at events with visits to member profile pages 
on the website.  

v. Adventure Awaits, our visitor newsletter, was started during the grant period.  The email 
distribution list for this newsletter has grown from 0 to over 1,000.   

vi. Farm Trail members have indicated an increase in visitors and sales.  
vii. Number of farmers/producers that have benefited from the project:  

a. Percent Increase: All 223 Fields of Gold members have benefited from the 
project; 56 joined the program during the grant period, an increase of 34%. 

 
3. Did you expand your customer base by reaching new populations such as new ethnic groups, 

additional low income/low access populations, new businesses, etc.? If so, how?  We attended 
farmers’ markets and many events and festivals that were accessible to and attended by a variety 
of ethnic groups and low income populations. At these events we made attendees aware of the 
program and how it increases the visibility of farms in their area, farmers’ markets, and farm 
stands. We regularly made attendees aware of which farmers’ markets in their areas also accept 
SNAP (Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program) benefits. In addition, we were able to share 
nutrition information related to buying products from local farms and promoting outdoor 
recreational activities.  For new agritourism businesses, we could offer an immediate and 
established program through which they could promote their products and services.  Most new 
businesses were connected to Fields of Gold through a Meet & Greet event, outreach by the 
Agritourism Coordinator, or on recommendation from local tourism/economic development staff 
or another Farm Trail member. 
 

4. Discuss your community partnerships.   
i. Who are your community partners? Fields of Gold has numerous partners including it 

200+ Fields of Gold members, the Virginia Department of Agriculture and Consumer 
Services, local tourism and economic development offices, Karen Lawrence (KL Creative 
Media), Virginia Tourism Corporation, Farmers Market managers, festival organizers, 
Shenandoah Valley Small Business Development Center, Buy Fresh, Buy Local, Virginia 
Cooperative Extension, Farm Credit of the Virginias, Staunton Creative Community Fund, 
Chambers of Commerce, Farm Bureau and local government.  

ii. How have they contributed to the overall results of the FMPP project? It is through 
these partnerships that we were able to reach an increased number of Farm Trail 
visitors and supporters by collaborating on advertising, events, conferences, 
workshops/trainings, keeping brochures stocked, etc. We were also able to assist our 
members through a variety of grant opportunities, small business counseling, trade 
shows to highlight their products throughout the region and beyond, marketing 
trainings, and networking events. 

iii. How will they continue to contribute to your project’s future activities, beyond the 
performance period of this FMPP grant? The work we have begun and the partnerships 
that we have built through our work with the FMPP grant will continue past this grant 
period. We also anticipate their support and feedback as we begin new projects and 
activities. The Steering Committee continues to meet quarterly.  
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5. Are you using contractors to conduct the work?  If so, how did their work contribute to the 
results of the FMPP project? We contracted with 93 Octane to conduct all of our website updates 
and upgrades. As a result of our work with them through this grant, we were able to make our 
website mobile ready with enhanced member profiles. We saw a direct increase in traffic to our 
website with visitors staying longer on the site and visiting multiple web pages. We also 
contracted with a local graphic designer, Queen City Creative, to design our bumper stickers, 
member signage, and seasonal ads. Through this partnership we were able to ensure the 
production of a high quality product that was consistent with our mission and overall branding 
efforts.  
 

6. Have you publicized any results yet?* Yes 
i. If yes, how did you publicize the results? We regularly shared the results of our efforts 

at Steering Committee meetings, Meet & Greet events, conferences, and the annual 
member event. We also shared information through various news outlets and our 
member newsletter.  

ii. To whom did you publicize the results? There were many layers of information sharing 
including our members and localities, community partners and stakeholders, other 
regional organizations interested in starting a similar program, statewide Agritourism 
Conference, state agencies, ARC Development District Association of Appalachia 
Conference.  The public was informed at conferences and events and through a variety 
of media outlets. 

iii. How many stakeholders (i.e. people, entities) did you reach? While there is no real way 
to tell how many in the public were reached, we estimate that with stakeholders, 
community partners and members combined we reached well over 1,500 people.  
 

*Send any publicity information (brochures, announcements, newsletters, etc.) electronically 
along with this report.  Non-electronic promotional items should be digitally photographed and 
emailed with this report (do not send the actual item).    
 

7. Have you collected any feedback from your community and additional stakeholders about your 
work?   

i. If so, how did you collect the information? We regularly obtain feedback from our 
tourism and economic development partners at the Steering Committee meetings. 
These comments are reflected in meeting minutes.  We have obtained feedback from 
elected officials during presentations at their public meetings in addition to comments 
that are directed to us at events and conferences. We also conducted a member 
satisfaction survey with our Fields of Gold members.  

ii. What feedback was relayed (specific comments)?  
From members: In survey results most felt that the website, specifically the Meet the 
Locals page, the Find events/activities page, and the Explore the map pages were the 
most beneficial. Following were the Adventure Awaits visitors newsletter, and use of 
social media. Most reported to have benefited from the program by having increased 
social media and web presence, increased partnering and networking with like 
businesses, and increased visitors to their businesses. Most members display the 
brochures and member signage and communicate upcoming events to the Agritourism 
Coordinator. In addition, they promote the Farm Trail by actively speaking to customers 
about the Fields of Gold. In the future they would like to see road signage, radio 
advertising, a Fields of Gold video for use on the website, and a region-wide trade show.  
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Tourism and economic development have shared regularly that we are doing a good job 
promoting the Farm Trail and the individual businesses through our efforts. We have also 
repeatedly heard that we are fair in promoting each of the 13 participating localities 
equitably.  
 
From the community: They are proud to have the only Farm Trail in the state of Virginia. 
They think having one website where you can access all of the agritourism sites in the 
Shenandoah Valley is very convenient and “pretty cool.” We hear this consistently when 
speaking with people at events, festivals, and farmers’ markets. We have been told by a 
visiting site selector consultant that Fields of Gold is an economic development 
differentiator for our region. 
 

8. Budget Summary:  
i. As part of the FMPP closeout procedures, you are required to submit the SF-425 (Final 

Federal Financial Report).  Check here if you have completed the SF-425 and are 
submitting it with this report: ☒ 

ii. Did the project generate any income? No 
a. If yes, how much was generated and how was it used to further the objectives 

of the award?  
 

9. Lessons Learned: 
i. Summarize any lessons learned.  They should draw on positive experiences (e.g. good 

ideas that improved project efficiency or saved money) and negative experiences (e.g. 
what did not go well and what needs to be changed). Having a “face” and single contact 
for the program, someone who is dedicated to its efforts and its members, is critical to 
the program’s growth and success. Hiring an Agritourism Coordinator was key to being 
able to move the program forward in a big way.  

       If you are going to have a website it must be mobile ready, conveniently accessed from      
both phone and computer, and easy to navigate. Once we added the mobile readiness 
and improved search options we saw an increase in visitors to the site.  
Know your target market and how best to reach them. Do not waste valuable time at 
events, or money on advertising where you are having minimal contact with your ideal 
market. Some of this is trial and error.  
Facebook was one of the most effective and affordable outlets for us to reach and 
communicate with Farm Trail fans and potential new visitors to the Trail.  
Member events should be scheduled at various times of day, week, and year to reach 
the most people. Depending on the type of farm or farm business, their busy season can 
vary. We found that late November through February/early March tended to be the 
best time for communication with most of our members.  
Member Meet & Greets were a highly successful means for communicating with 
members, getting them actively engaged in the program, and their networking and 
partnering with each other.  
When Farm Trail businesses co-participated on events, they saw a spike in website 
traffic.  
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ii. If goals or outcome measures were not achieved, identify and share the lessons learned 
to help others expedite problem-solving: Some of the performance metrics were a 
challenge to gather as our members were occupied in meeting the day-to-day demands 
of their small business.  Reporting their data trends to the Fields of Gold program was a 
task with no time to meet. 

iii. Describe any lessons learned in the administration of the project that might be helpful 
for others who would want to implement a similar project: We cannot identify anything 
we would do differently in the administration of the project.  
 

10. Future Work:  
i. How will you continue the work of this project beyond the performance period?  In 

other words, how will you parlay the results of your project’s work to benefit future 
community goals and initiatives?  Include information about community impact and 
outreach, anticipated increases in markets and/or sales, estimated number of jobs 
retained/created, and any other information you’d like to share about the future of your 
project.  We will continue to seek new funding streams for the program that will allow 
us to support and promote the Farm Trail and its members. We will also continue to 
request the monetary and in-kind support of our participating localities. Since beginning 
work through this grant, the Farm Trail has seen an increase in visitors, an increase in 
website traffic, an increase in social media attention, an increase in media coverage, and 
an increase in collaboration and communication among our member farm businesses.  

ii. Do you have any recommendations for future activities and, if applicable, an outline of 
next steps or additional research that might advance the project goals? We are using 
the results of our member survey to drive much of our work plan going forward with 
future projects, as well as looking at past successes. Much of the work we started with 
FMPP will continue. We are also looking at ways to be able to fund more Facebook post 
boosts, adding a blog to the website, offering professional photography services for 
those member businesses that need it most, and making an “About Us” video that can 
be used on the Fields of Gold website and member websites as well as on social media 
and at conferences. Assisting Farm Trail members with marketing remains a top need 
and priority for the program.  
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Take home a slice of the Shenandoah 
Valley when you visit a Fields of Gold 
retail store or grocery that specializes 
in local products. Honey, cheese, maple  
syrup, baked goods, jams, jellies, 
pickles, lavender, wool and alpaca fiber, 
and much more. All home-grown and 
made in the Shenandoah Valley! 

Start a family tradition this year! Choose 
and cut your own Christmas tree at one of 
our local Christmas tree farms. Our local 
nurseries offer fresh seasonal plants, flowers, 
wreaths and garlands or learn to make your 
own masterpiece at one of our workshops. 
Isn’t it time you brought the outside in?  

Celebrate the heritage of agriculture 
in the Shenandoah Valley. From the 
Maple Festival in the spring to the 
many Harvest Festivals in the fall, you’re sure to find a festival 
that speaks to you! If you’re looking for a unique setting to have a wedding, 
celebrate a birthday or special occasion, our Ag Venues offer a variety of 
authentic settings for your special occasion. Check out our calendar for a 
list of festivals, county fairs and agricultural events coming up.
 

It doesn’t get any fresher than this! 
Straight from our farms to your table. 
You’ll find dozens of farm stands 
dotting our region. Just follow the 
Fields of Gold Farm Trail to find your 
next roadside attraction!

Get up with the chickens and go 
to bed when the cows come home. 
Whether you’re looking for a real 
farm experience or a relaxing 
getaway, you’ll find a unique 
experience at one of our farm 
B&Bs, country inns, rural retreats 
and farm cottages. Expect a warm 
welcome and hearty home-cooked meal. 
Make your reservations now!

Reap what we sow! Do you know 
where your food comes from? You 
will when you dine at one of our local 
farm-to-table restaurants. Savor the 
freshest ingredients and true local 
cuisine. For a list of farm-to-table 
restaurants and menus, go to our 
website. Bon Appétit!

Catch your imagination at one 
of our fee-to-fish farms. Take 
home a trophy fish or a fish 
fillet for dinner. No license 
required, all ages welcome.   

You don’t need to travel to the Napa 
Valley for great wine; we’ve got award-
winning wines and craft beers right 
here in the Shenandoah Valley. In 
fact, Wine Enthusiast Magazine ranks 
Virginia in the top 10 in the world 
for wine travel destinations. Over 20 
wineries, breweries and cideries are 
in the Fields of Gold region. Learn how 
wine, cider, and craft beers are made, stroll 
through a vineyard, and see a hop farm. Cheers!
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Get fresh with the locals at one 
of our many Farmers Markets in 
the Fields of Gold region. Fresh 
produce in season year-round. 
Herbs, plants, meats, eggs, jams 
and jellies, baked goods and even 
local handmade items. Check 
out our website for a list of the 
Farmers Markets in the area.

Whether you call it Pick-Your-Own, 
PYO, or U-Pick, you’ll find a Fields 
of Gold farm near you. Pumpkins, 
apples, berries, peaches, 
vegetables, flowers and more. 
Mother Nature calls the shots, so 
always call ahead to confirm field 
conditions, dates and times. Start 
Picking Your Own fun now!

Find the inner farmer in you! Get 
lost in a corn maze, hitch a ride 
on a wagon, feed a goat, pet a 
sheep, root for your favorite pig, 
milk a cow and talk with a farmer. 
Fun for all ages and perfect for 
fields trips, too. Don’t forget your 
camera to capture that special 
family moment! 
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www.fieldsofgold.org

Your JourneY Begins Here on tHe Fields oF gold Farm trail



THE SHENANDOAH VALLEY 
FIELDS OF GOLD

~ where agriculture got its roots ~

www.fieldsofgold.org

THE FIELDS 
OF GOLD STORY

Since the early 1700s, farming 
has been central to the spirit and 
success of the Shenandoah Valley. 
It has sustained the citizens of the 
Valley by providing vital economic, 
agricultural, environmental, 
aesthetic and social benefits. 
Today farming still plays an 

important role in the Shenandoah Valley and now you can 
be part of that story when you travel the Fields of Gold 
Farm Trail. Here you’ll discover natural beauty, history, 
outdoor recreation, cultural attractions and lots and lots 
of agricultural. The Fields of Gold Farm Trail represents 
over 170 open farms, wineries and breweries, roadside 
stands, farm B&Bs, farm-to-table restaurants, farmers 
markets, festivals and so much more that’s agriculture. 
Plan a day, a weekend, or even a longer trip to get your 
hands dirty (or not) as you travel along the Fields of Gold 
Farm Trail. Write your farm story now!

On the Fields of Gold Farm 
Trail, you’ll discover the home-
grown side of Virginia in the 
Shenandoah Valley. After all, it’s 
where agriculture got its roots. 

Pick your own fruit in one of our orchards, stroll through a 
farmers market, savor a wine tasting, tour a working farm, 
celebrate at a farm festival, or feast on a locally-grown 
meal at one of our farm-to-table restaurants. Whether
you are planning a day-trip with your family, a 
week-long excursion with friends or just a spur 
of the moment getaway, adventure awaits 
you on the Fields of Gold Farm Trail.  

www.fieldsofgold.org www.fieldsofgold.org
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New Member Newsletter! 

A big thanks to all of you that voted on the new, more "farm-friendly" newsletter name! As you can see,
the winner was "Fence Talk". We love it, too. You have probably already noticed we have changed the
format in which we send you the newsletter. It is now in Constant Contact, versus being sent as a
separate email attachment. We hope you find this to be a much more user-friendly way to enjoy the
newsletter.  In addition to that change, the newsletter will now go out bi-monthly versus quarterly. 

Our mascot for this edition of "Fence Talk" is Apollo. Apollo is a Suri alpaca. He was born on August 13,
2015, and lives at Misty Mountains Alpacas in Rockbridge County, home of Ralph and Sandra Muraca.
To find out more about Apollo (he has an incredible "survival" story and a special place in the hearts of
his owners) or Misty Mountains Alpacas click here. 
 
To have your own "fence photo" featured in our newsletter, along with information about your
agribusiness, email photos and information to tracey@cspdc.org.

Save the Date for our Member Event! 
"Spring Jubilee"

A Fields of Gold Celebration

April 21, 2016 

Join us for our special member event, the Spring Jubilee, on
April 21, 2016, at the beautiful Cross Keys Barn, from 5pm-
8pm to celebrate another successful year on the Farm Trail!
This is our way to thank you, our members, for your
participation and your support of the program. There would be
no Fields of Gold without you. As a team we are working to
market and promote the Shenandoah Valley as the #1
agritourism destination in the country. We are proud to be the
only trail of its kind in the state of Virginia.  Read More

Cross Keys Barn

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuCZBcYC8EMGgymV8eG9GkxeQbhYiOjbKKeXrOVb88vPW2mJJfyvGi0EHKNezy_9cIHFeyxngItIeBaSFOqrvJFAtLfCKSLg7dJrg4DkvHwTsbSApXFpC1BQ=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuE7P-F3IOTsBnJK9qsMgrOefxZp3FmHz-anH0yHkFWbKo1SXs9i-59hBEy7wCC4Q9IiECMrcP4krv6Ti04bkDmIZyPPl-vS-FR7O9QgYsWMCO3RD26A5m4a9k-kgeYX84jpUrq7WxbeI&c=&ch=
mailto:tracey@cspdc.org
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuCBZQQLjT7r9WxhxCvjv4KCLyJ79wqGCEkqJIJreg1mzPxgTlP8fo8I9NotJDcjZbxNPeD4gjZ_qDjl1iL4T-iUMtSfd07D4L2s0m-1o_vYH-GHHtp5zCw4=&c=&ch=


Signature Events

2016 Agritourism in Virginia's New
Economy Conference

 
April 5-6, 2016

Southern Virginia Higher Education Center
South Boston, VA 24592

The Virginia Agritourism Conference is back for
two days filled with fresh ideas on farm events and
business planning.

On Tuesday afternoon, take one of the four
agritourism tours, and on Wednesday, meet
agritourism leaders, share your successes, and
explore your challenges during the afternoon's
Agritourism Showcase.

For more information about the event including on-
line registration, click here.   

 

58th Annual Highland Maple Festival

Find your sweet spot in Highland County! This year
the Maple Festival will take place the weekends of
March 12-13 and 19-20.

The Maple Festival has been an annual event in
Highland County, Virginia, since 1958.

For more information on the festival click here.  

  

Grow Your Agribusiness

Blue Ridge Community College,
Continuing Education Series for

Agribusinesses

Their short courses are designed to enhance farm
production and profitability. They cover topics
ranging from marketing your agribusiness to
financial management to learning more about
sustainable agriculture.

For a full listing of available courses, click here.

 

Agritourism World eNews
 
Are you listed? Do you get their newsletter?
Agritourism World is a FREE world-wide directory
of farms, ranches, farmhouses, wineries, and
other country businesses open to the public.
Offers agritourism farms or destinations a free
listing that is an easy two minute task. Let them
promote your website and business at no cost to
you! Check out the other Virginia listings in their
directory by clicking here. 

Fields of Gold Toolkit
Fields of Gold Member Signage is Here!

 
These signs will signal to guests and visitors to
your agribusiness that you are a "Proud Member"
of the Shenandoah Valley's Fields of Gold Farm
Trail.

We are hoping that as more and more people start
to see these signs around at various Fields of
Gold Farm Trail businesses it will help to create
more curiosity, knowledge and buzz about the
program and assist in our branding efforts. We
appreciate your willingness to display these, along
with the brochures, at your place of business. 

This signage can be used on windows, doors,

Meet the Locals
Bluestone Vineyard

 

Curt, RJ, Jackie and Lee Hartman, 2015 

Bluestone Vineyard is located in the heart of the
beautiful Shenandoah Valley and is named after
the "bluestone" (a type of limestone) that is a main
component within the local soil. The Hartmans

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuE7P-F3IOTsBcoeYgk2wziGPcIHr6kWL1-iDWX1BBI8LnPbcJhAsPKbenYKseocNx8M06pm87lLPXPP7OL1TlATixv4udT_UbZeDB4TB9yXd0_C_jWyrpBBoOQTC5MLNk-ePCTVebr4SK6nM1HE7imA=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuE7P-F3IOTsBDkQaTsYVluP3sChMBGrfmXrewbNNy6OcWRLadvlf5d6fsHHApbjkCzI9f3PE78SCQdznejGSjLLrUNcYo-WDCNC9nodog2Hg-hJtiVKHh5RYZlW-CbDbE3OTW2oO66V63nHJkvXd3pSEhh1rO0av6A==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuE7P-F3IOTsBNZ2BMEnlKPMNFo5Ql7G8TRWDTFckxgfGeltz0n9puncAUmrHp9hWhkUsZeuRCq3tLbWlXnT5bci_rKzuwTxxWZxspcJF9DmnKSKIRKOlCvDGRshr8qsXo0AZIKe_LWKfkmSPuxbRqu9Vbg45MTVlxC11yOxom1Z-76shICmbPwaNIsdc8a0xU-zJrdn9g41dnNVIGzzOcfoeNkuRFbhW98cMmaL3ca_Ja8bP7BnHsyf19vuVfqZIZAPyXO9zQLVpaHiF3dI1QQcZuJrbitopkA==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuE7P-F3IOTsBLY6YAatfG9b1-s9x293YsiWG_GlvuDW8qnQid_VHwN1-XnTP7du8W6jDMuiHbXqvWy9oTGm_CtfrgqW5nKAso58vED7gdbxZTJ1iDe1jcc9OEp13Fm07jr5hBpD8jXOfVW2gZqE_5kU0RYwNOO0RcvsdiW7z-T8KxPTa6W5usRk=&c=&ch=


counters and tables and can be taken with you to
events where you have booths! 

Weather-Proof Sticker and Table Stand

have established themselves as a Virginia Winery
producing well-crafted boutique wines.

Bluestone Vineyard is a family owned and
operated vineyard and winery, committed to
crafting small-batch wines from locally sourced
and estate grown fruit that showcase the very best
in each varietal and each vintage. 
 
"Buying a bottle of wine is not a cost, it is an
investment.  Drinking a bottle of wine is a cost." -
Curt Hartman
 
For more information about the vineyard, click
here.

What's Fresh?
Meet one of our new members

Hott Apiary, one of our newest and freshest members, offers
local raw honey, pollen, wax, comb, swarm removal, honeybee
and queen sales. They can be found at 882 Bloomer Springs
Road, McGaheysville, Virginia or by calling 540-383-3323.
Check them out for all of your honey and bee needs!

For More Information Contact: 
Tracey Coltrain, Agritourism Coordinator 

tracey@cspdc.org 

540-885-5174  

Funding for this program provided by:

To take advantage of more member information and benefits, explore the 
Fields of Gold Member Portal

STAY CONNECTED

  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuP4xXJsQzKGcwTxx4xKT5KAnltaNxwwPMrTcfcnmjHeFGzqCSJOnP6rM4GoSTjgQdrjmJk-D5-u6YxVsMxUP_mdghPNzHYtO3uKAwD5sT_NWGH7ox2_I_7tEdOOBPmv1_g==&c=&ch=
mailto:tracey@cspdc.org
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuA0lJMOteTkyWOh7u5oSeA4vLQoKkNJjfCOJT_Z_-JePYI-U-yziXoh8xOsUTTVy_WDvy8yr8rPEre34EabK9LTCWIqcsQpkdq5Gi8IfqbQMhONlTzujxmz9gdlV3U-r37JTCAvTAZBi&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuA0lJMOteTkyUiMemCMKkMFyA4HzXpuo8k78Z9d87_OwgLBONH4faEWY0z8CnOt8tPwtUnBC40D1y-ZnS3GRuMziLKeoBksQq4D8a9CMjVjrlkgJWTStYWP4SQYV1_vDLar9qpijwPDG3y8sRFKj3uuOfwNVHKwWXQ==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuA0lJMOteTkyLz31GkwvozgneffEb8K-mMnQFGeCqpPME-rKCdM-QIckiShneybTxOSkmadp3mpnwDe152E4yOOqyC8AF_wHSTM4z6jSVssxxK7G6CQMZxlaKAKxSN2bNRwAbyfs2CSYnkLVVEZPl9znq-egtf6NRw==&c=&ch=
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Save the Date for our Member Event! 
"Spring Jubilee"

A Fields of Gold Celebration

April 21, 2016 

Join us for our special member event, the Spring Jubilee, on
April 21, 2016, at the beautiful Cross Keys Barn, from 5pm-
8pm to celebrate another successful year on the Farm Trail!
This is our way to thank you, our members, for your
participation and your support of the program. There would be
no Fields of Gold without you. As a team we are working to
market and promote the Shenandoah Valley as the #1
agritourism destination in the country. We are proud to be the
only trail of its kind in the state of Virginia. 

Rita McClenny, CEO of the Virginia Tourism Corporation, will
be our keynote speaker at the event. She is quite an
inspiration and you will not want to miss her. In addition, we
have invited two of our top agritourism businesses to share
their encouraging stories and the ways that they have been
able to add value to their products and services, as well as
diversify their farms successfully. They include Julie
Haushalter with White Oak Lavender Farm & the Purple Wolf
Tasting Room and Shannon and Sarah Showalter of
Showalter's Orchard & Greenhouse and Old Hill Hard Cider. Of
course our event wouldn't be complete without serving you the
bounty of the Shenandoah Valley. We'll have locally sourced
foods for sample from Meadowcroft Farm, hors d'oeuvres
catered by Full Circle Catering, and beverages from Three
Notch'd Brewing Company, Old Hill Cider, and The Purple Wolf
Vineyard.
 
We will have a table available for member information so
please be sure to bring your brochures, fliers, and/or business
cards to display at the event. Look for your official invite soon! 

 

Cross Keys Barn

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuCZBcYC8EMGgymV8eG9GkxeQbhYiOjbKKeXrOVb88vPWb8i3c-JgPS3-cn5hVyk02xjpvTxQto5UjmiRkveZB_ZeoR12Qqhx7pGQnquOJ1brTWinGyNlVTM=&c=&ch=


May 2016

Cross Keys Barn 

 

 

Who is this attractive guy?

Meet Chianti, our mascot for this edition of "Fence Talk." Chianti is a gorgeous, tri-color, Nigerian Dwarf
Buck. Nigerian Dwarfs originated from West Africa. They are a very popular breed of goat due to their
small size, good-natured personalities, and surprising amount of sweet milk for their small size.  Nigerian
Dwarfs also make gentle, lovable, and playful pets! From a very early age, Chianti bonded with Winnie,
the farms miniature spotted donkey, he then was a definite keeper! 
 
Cinda and George, owners of My Peeps Farm, have a 10-acre homestead along the beautiful Blue Ridge
Mountains that gives them the opportunity to spend lots of time playing and caring for their registered
Nigerian Dwarf goats and other critters (aka "peeps"). In addition to goats, they have chickens, guinea
hens, barn cats, and a miniature donkey. To find out more, visit their website:  www.mypeepsfarm.com.

To have your own "fence photo" featured in our newsletter, along with information about your
agribusiness, email photos and information to tracey@cspdc.org. 

Member Event 
"Spring Jubilee"

Fields of Gold Celebration 
April 21, 2016

 

A good time was had by all at this year's annual member event held at the "farm chic" Cross Keys Barn.
A big thank you to all of you that attended and participated! It would not have been the same without you,
our members.   

Th i s delightful event would not have been possible without our
incredible and generous sponsors:  Virginia Tourism Corporation;
Rockingham County; Farm Credit of the Virginias; Virginia
Cooperative Extension Shenandoah Valley Buy Fresh, Buy Local;
Farmers & Merchants Bank; KL Creative Media; and Botkin Rose,
PLC.   Thanks to the Staunton Creative Community Fund for the
beautiful photography, Mid-Valley Press for printing the invitations,
and Cross Keys Barn for donating the breathtaking venue.

Rita McClenny, VTC

R i t a McClenny, President and CEO for the Virginia
Tourism Corporation (VTC), was our event keynote
speaker and one of the evenings main highlights. Rita
treated us to a lively and motivational speech which left us
al l feeling pretty proud of the work we do, as a team, to
promote agritourism in this spendid Valley we call home.
There is indeed power in numbers! Proud members, White
Oak Lavender and Showalters Orchard, also joined us for
the festivities and presented together on the history of their
businesses, and shared their best tips for marketing,
growing and diversifying an agritourism business. They
were quite an inspiration! A big thanks to Julie, Sarah &

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001hp7GXCqcb11eO_JDtb8q5fOznuOG1yejx397eCpMnMl_LZn2KcKcUKCn8Xcl08HMforkJm-XwGsIL3x_2qTChHFJE-cf2h0PTh6F_QkhlOEjBFkYQnV0c81aA9rOmNsognv7nfDLLuUMg2RM90sn4YAFF-3a-Nh4VafqSHwxB4Q=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001hp7GXCqcb11eO_JDtb8q5fOznuOG1yejx397eCpMnMl_LZn2KcKcUGJNTVAqBpihXfvczhG0iVy34bVD3qtbVP68K4_Gsp8u-uao5WIfURErVyohWr3-7b5XyqLeNDh32GLlt0QA-4fUOAFX_nyPmTGcj4k51ympqACsgEMsmQx-cI1WPF7Rzg==&c=&ch=
mailto:tracey@cspdc.org
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001hp7GXCqcb11eO_JDtb8q5fOznuOG1yejx397eCpMnMl_LZn2KcKcUN6bABiZ74L8ThpPH0ZPNMyMgV_baMhcvoxqyRRWWdfXPrEQbxzQBZB4Bpv0U92DhFfPCp_PZ4OCEsvif0C_5B7OXRUGVUA1M9OFpoyb_4Zzw74l7V0FpRSVkDwUzidAzA==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001hp7GXCqcb11eO_JDtb8q5fOznuOG1yejx397eCpMnMl_LZn2KcKcUN6bABiZ74L8ThpPH0ZPNMyMgV_baMhcvoxqyRRWWdfXPrEQbxzQBZB4Bpv0U92DhFfPCp_PZ4OCEsvif0C_5B7OXRUGVUA1M9OFpoyb_4Zzw74l7V0FpRSVkDwUzidAzA==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001hp7GXCqcb11eO_JDtb8q5fOznuOG1yejx397eCpMnMl_LZn2KcKcUKFILtCMaItVm2WXPhErQbSawE7ewFDPFO_QsmOJ7_V2O1h8hrlMOL0_AWLu7qt2AKBqhNCDGxo140ii9Q7saM9y-rZQk4PpOExbjyYxa2fKDEkFYv5GFDY=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001hp7GXCqcb11eO_JDtb8q5fOznuOG1yejx397eCpMnMl_LZn2KcKcUGW3s5Pu070hcHtzP19dx6sazAf42a8Jos7X6LJbzXCQwV-RTe_OjbmYc0Ce4Z8zK_TCHXIPnC3XF67FmOTdDG5EUjP40jHH3djWEuhM90iXQb2ir0bGHLj83m8tUPyrxXE9iG2ylkQDYBuM69lV5Qk=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001hp7GXCqcb11eO_JDtb8q5fOznuOG1yejx397eCpMnMl_LZn2KcKcUGW3s5Pu070haym4Lg6V0qUAU04ftDrhohdsqRHpr00d-Gl0zmO7uLMAyRwYdLGkI40WLWZZzuu9E33qSjCbGM6N8z_Ps0uw1HZlOPact6G8ZWbxEK3fXezPnj6O6T6xtQ==&c=&ch=


Shannon.

Our palates were also treated to a fun night out as well. Full
Circle Catering provided a divinely delicious and beautiful spread
of Farm to Table goodies.  Purple Wolf Vineyard, Old Hill Cider,
and Three Notch'd Brewing had their quite tasty beverages
available for our enjoyment. We are truly lucky to have the
wealth of talented and high quality members that we do! 

Full Circle Catering

Exciting Website Updates
www.FieldsofGold.org 

 

Visit the Explore the Map page to check out the new Create Your Own Adventure Tool. Ready to plan
an adventure?  You can.  Click "Add" buttons for the farm venues you'd like to visit. Then click the "View
Your Adventure" button to view and print driving directions for your entire adventure. You can now also

create your adventure or search for farms or farm
experiences by county, city OR by keyword search. 
Please review your profile pages and make sure that
the information presented there is correct.

Because we now offer a keyword search, if you are no
longer offering an item or service, or your hours have
changed, PLEASE let us know. We do not want unhappy
Farm Trail customers! On the flip-side if you are offering an
item or experience that is NOT listed on your profile, let us
know, and we will ensure it is included.  

Here's another exciting update - You can now be listed in up to 3 different venue categories. For
example: 

White Oak Lavender Farm & Purple Wolf Vineyard falls under "Experience the Farm" (lavender
picking), "Farm Grocery/Retail" (the lavender store) and "Winery/Brewery."

Hermitage Hill Stables and Brewery is an "Ag Venue" (weddings & festivals) and a 'Winery/Brewery."
  
Please let us know if you need to be listed under an additional category or two by emailing
tracey@cspdc.org.  

We are so excited about these improvements to the Fields of Gold website!  Check out these updates
and let us know what you think.  

Signature Events

Old Middlebrook Village Days
 

May 19-21, 2016
3701 Middlebrook Road

Middlebrook, VA
 

This 3-day event will benefit the Middlebrook Fire
Department. The festivities start Thursday night
and go through Saturday night. 
 

May 19th
Village and Fire Department History 

6 p.m. @ the Library
~~~ 

May 20th
Colonial Tea Time, 3 p.m. @ Middlebrook General

Store (reserve your spot; $7/person)   
Country Barn Dance, 7:30 p.m. @ Middlebrook
Farms, LLC, 58 Kales Spring Road, Music by

Freddie Thatcher and the Grassroots ($10/person)
~~~ 

May 21st
Craft Show, 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.  

All day Tractor Show 
Chicken BBQ - 4 p.m. @ the Firehouse 

Goodson Band Concert - 6:30 p.m. @ the Ballfield
(donations)

For more information about the event click here
.  

Botetourt Wine Trail Concert Series at
Virginia Mountain Vineyards

 
Sunday, June 19, 2016 

4204 Old Fincastle Road 
Fincastle, VA 

Join Virginia Mountain Vineyards for the 2nd
concert of the 2016 Botetourt Wine Trail Summer
Concert Series. The food vendor on-site will be
Mike and the Girls. 
 
Enjoy the sounds of "True Cadence" as they
entertain you with a little country rock and some
classics.  Play cornhole or checkers on the life-
sized checker board.

 
Admission $10; $8 with a Botetourt Wine Trail or
Virginia Mountain Vineyards wine glass; $5 for
designated drivers and teens; free adminission for
children under 12. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001hp7GXCqcb11eO_JDtb8q5fOznuOG1yejx397eCpMnMl_LZn2KcKcUN6bABiZ74L8oK8OU8xHVm3kjXdPf7mCg873T_DZUq6UHTP26Agh_Lji6wAREIklQzhB5-A2dmnLZJggbDedDu-0sXOIi0sSTLU3BoZh2oVT5cakCdHpVyD1fgE1uX9n_g==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001hp7GXCqcb11eO_JDtb8q5fOznuOG1yejx397eCpMnMl_LZn2KcKcUN6bABiZ74L8oK8OU8xHVm3kjXdPf7mCg873T_DZUq6UHTP26Agh_Lji6wAREIklQzhB5-A2dmnLZJggbDedDu-0sXOIi0sSTLU3BoZh2oVT5cakCdHpVyD1fgE1uX9n_g==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001hp7GXCqcb11eO_JDtb8q5fOznuOG1yejx397eCpMnMl_LZn2KcKcUN6bABiZ74L8c23aw-yKbUU4vF8dRw2Ejgqp1VMULgPZbF3P08K1bpSuH3FD6LBFmmF8o5vqbcEZAciDL3XIFxI3ylyRgyGSYFa_hhwvb1kJHw2phZdcmSQ=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001hp7GXCqcb11eO_JDtb8q5fOznuOG1yejx397eCpMnMl_LZn2KcKcUGW3s5Pu070hcHtzP19dx6sazAf42a8Jos7X6LJbzXCQwV-RTe_OjbmYc0Ce4Z8zK_TCHXIPnC3XF67FmOTdDG5EUjP40jHH3djWEuhM90iXQb2ir0bGHLj83m8tUPyrxXE9iG2ylkQDYBuM69lV5Qk=&c=&ch=
mailto:tracey@cspdc.org?subject=Please list my business in multiple categories
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001hp7GXCqcb11eO_JDtb8q5fOznuOG1yejx397eCpMnMl_LZn2KcKcUKFILtCMaItV3VdC3jSTXxEdGQx2eiDQAqynAbZQwwsYEDSHO95UIJhBzjWj2NuIfgnvICWcX1lDHXFIizb9koh7kXr63Tw36txhPhbBfl9aGFagTSPKTxR0ruvYI2xcSQ==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001hp7GXCqcb11eO_JDtb8q5fOznuOG1yejx397eCpMnMl_LZn2KcKcUHFeolcXRutP2UVTezN7XnURYhzP8ac1PQDqjUFHYSjFNU_lKh5F5OOZC5bx2V1-tq9O7hp3iCr-1hHJ-XvV0O5zAW59A33-gFnWAocD6zPWM-tz9TOS1og=&c=&ch=


  

Please call 540-437-2979 with any questions. This
is a rain or shine event under the tent.
 
For more information on the event click here.

  

Grow Your Agribusiness

Blue Ridge Community College
(BRCC) 

 Continuing Education Series for
Agribusinesses  

BRCC's short courses are designed to enhance
farm production and profitability. They cover topics
ranging from marketing your agribusiness to
financial management to learning more about
sustainable agriculture.

For a full listing of available courses, click here.

 

Virginia is for Lovers 
Online Directory 

 
Is your business listed? Do you keep your events
updated here? Virginia Tourism Corporation's
webs i te, www.virginia.org, has a FREE and
complete online directory of tourism destinations
and happenings all over Virginia. Let's keep
agritourism in the Shenandoah Valley front and
center! Getting your business and events listed is
an easy five-minute task. Let them promote your
website and business at no cost to you. This
powerful marketing tool is at your disposal - take
advantage of it today! 

Fields of Gold Toolkit
Fields of Gold Logo & Weblink

 
As part of our effort to educate the public about
the Fields of Gold Farm Trail and to connect its
many members to one another, we have our logos
available for you to use on your website. You can
access these logos by going into the member
portal on the website and inserting the password
farm trail. You can also contact us and we will be
happy to send one to you via email.

Logos should ideally be used in conjunction with a
link to the Fields of Gold website,
www.fieldsofgold.org. This lends credibility not
only to your agribusiness, but to the Farm Trail as
well. Like the member signage, the more people
see the logo and the name, the more recognizable
it will be. There is power in numbers! 

Meet the Locals
Hidden Valley Bed & Breakfast

 
We were fortunate to hold our April 28th Bath
County member Meet & Greet in the Hidden Valley
Bed and Breakfast dining room!

Hidden Valley B&B

Nestled between the pristine waters of the
Jackson River and the rolling contours of the
Allegheny Mountains, Hidden Valley Bed and
Breakfast rises majestically out of the Valley floor
and sits on 8,000 acres of George Washington
National Forest land featuring river, mountain and
pastoral landscapes that create a truly
inspirational environment for your retreat. Click
here to read more...

What's Fresh? 

  Meet one of our new members

For years The Village of The Valley has been a place for
people to "Shop, Dine & Relax." The Village is a unique
collection of shops and restaurants owned by a hard working
group of local entrepreneurs. On May 7th, 2016, the Village
added a Farmers Market to provide the people of the
Massanutten Resort and eastern Rockingham County with
readily available fresh produce and other locally made items.

This new market is being established to provide Farmers, Crafters and other Vendors access to a new
market that has previously been underserved. They are currently accepting vendor applications. For more
information, visit their website at www.villageofthevalley.com.

Farmers' Market Season is Here 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001hp7GXCqcb11eO_JDtb8q5fOznuOG1yejx397eCpMnMl_LZn2KcKcUKFILtCMaItV3VdC3jSTXxEdGQx2eiDQAqynAbZQwwsYEDSHO95UIJhBzjWj2NuIfgnvICWcX1lDHXFIizb9koh7kXr63Tw36txhPhbBfl9aGFagTSPKTxR0ruvYI2xcSQ==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001hp7GXCqcb11eO_JDtb8q5fOznuOG1yejx397eCpMnMl_LZn2KcKcUGW3s5Pu070hm4LZt5YlyJmmhzVzqe966oW5uKeyFHOZQ6bOAu9W0OfINS3-q-XLvHIIsj6LLn3Avs9yr5Fk25eIebZSqgezjMVw1LUkwv4ggUVSL7LEOjyhtd2oTz3K8Q==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001hp7GXCqcb11eO_JDtb8q5fOznuOG1yejx397eCpMnMl_LZn2KcKcUBJsXs7ljwCJVZmbiD37vFZ8-W3VwCOoarUcndNLNzNAPd_fQQed2lIOJUIlvPzO5dTNsOV7w5hZS2-V5-eBUAcgqi988vi78VPMa2O-qO97GWs-ZRImeTwsRPzjvP_GL67yQQDPTF2Mnfw0u8ksgA8dcQU4vOiJSnPrUZHu8zDIg3hnkR8xdkKH0TM-Aw4Ypq2EwlLR3xHm3Vaaerw6NeYM9UZSucAJ40z1dD9Sq0NrvlTwStv032JWXxaCaGt_0mDIvSJIu1uJrZr0Iidz2jJFyY8QZHWM0A==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001hp7GXCqcb11eO_JDtb8q5fOznuOG1yejx397eCpMnMl_LZn2KcKcUGJNTVAqBpihghOf6aAP3_2maFMT6f0RlPByzgsVcGuLjy7PjA_A9XZkS1ZBGz_rMWl0RcjBJNxlb60BJqj5LA5bZzthmzX2mdi1sfwUUWBXrHFaoLeeqAI=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001hp7GXCqcb11eO_JDtb8q5fOznuOG1yejx397eCpMnMl_LZn2KcKcUKFILtCMaItVm2WXPhErQbSawE7ewFDPFO_QsmOJ7_V2O1h8hrlMOL0_AWLu7qt2AKBqhNCDGxo140ii9Q7saM9y-rZQk4PpOExbjyYxa2fKDEkFYv5GFDY=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001hp7GXCqcb11eO_JDtb8q5fOznuOG1yejx397eCpMnMl_LZn2KcKcUKFILtCMaItVm2WXPhErQbSawE7ewFDPFO_QsmOJ7_V2O1h8hrlMOL0_AWLu7qt2AKBqhNCDGxo140ii9Q7saM9y-rZQk4PpOExbjyYxa2fKDEkFYv5GFDY=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001hp7GXCqcb11eO_JDtb8q5fOznuOG1yejx397eCpMnMl_LZn2KcKcUFAOqkT5_U-XAVPrkw_ki9IznKl_PhFmHm0ucDTArMOrUqme9U9Mqljxdq2dMc_q2w4dCkYB3QZFIQn-N1mxjKe4ea55oNQuvf-1dgR7o_QtjgrLuPcDs2IXpkDFbrcZ8sLl8QnpNK0y&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001hp7GXCqcb11eO_JDtb8q5fOznuOG1yejx397eCpMnMl_LZn2KcKcUKCn8Xcl08HMforkJm-XwGsIL3x_2qTChHFJE-cf2h0PTh6F_QkhlOEjBFkYQnV0c81aA9rOmNsognv7nfDLLuUMg2RM90sn4YAFF-3a-Nh4VafqSHwxB4Q=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001hp7GXCqcb11eO_JDtb8q5fOznuOG1yejx397eCpMnMl_LZn2KcKcUGJNTVAqBpih5cuUSGUdWm6boSJlojDP9EFdgQkfrcNY1gTgqf9mx8zy8i-Byq3VU2qI9pnoiKggtORKUW73MxhQeRIZjxCVIT2y0zdJKXlsB38CAhZlbpG_NGx6A0TIowXxwshaQFUt&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001hp7GXCqcb11eO_JDtb8q5fOznuOG1yejx397eCpMnMl_LZn2KcKcUN6bABiZ74L8Qg0AbxhHNWSSoUipZPIxNqMVK6Mcsfk8sDuw0k8SIo-uw9HvWCs4aswh6-jyF5IJwdj3TuS9o15fIUqa83ABmWerLRlz-8-IMllZTaG-JBLrV2Xg4r5JgUAqJhxZxmWl&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001hp7GXCqcb11eO_JDtb8q5fOznuOG1yejx397eCpMnMl_LZn2KcKcUGW3s5Pu070hSRNiPsDGtgpP4qOWHvmzkZks1enf1HD98NqKEEjL6pJQWSA9UceBt-WwYyueOxpscJq3g8Q-arJPnUIK3OTf56imlZwL9kccqJaOU2j3RAGdAiGF2k5UAIOoTLN2k6hUNrxNTahqIrc=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001hp7GXCqcb11eO_JDtb8q5fOznuOG1yejx397eCpMnMl_LZn2KcKcUGJNTVAqBpihtxz9McFiawTFzCLYjFb77xLrEGwgknCqwFOzUPL_sNwZqNvj57g1lqybo0k58l8g_r999B-tyMhA5fbAVsxyZleIqmWMjYeIqIRUfZJT2WY=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001hp7GXCqcb11eO_JDtb8q5fOznuOG1yejx397eCpMnMl_LZn2KcKcUGW3s5Pu070haym4Lg6V0qUAU04ftDrhohdsqRHpr00d-Gl0zmO7uLMAyRwYdLGkI40WLWZZzuu9E33qSjCbGM6N8z_Ps0uw1HZlOPact6G8ZWbxEK3fXezPnj6O6T6xtQ==&c=&ch=


It is now Farmers' Market Season on the Farm Trail.  For a full listing of Farmers' Markets, journey to our
website and click on "Farmers Markets" on the Meet the Locals page.

For More Information Contact: 
Tracey Coltrain, Agritourism Coordinator 

tracey@cspdc.org 

540-885-5174  

Funding for this program provided by:

To take advantage of more member information and benefits, explore the 
Fields of Gold Member Portal

STAY CONNECTED

  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001hp7GXCqcb11eO_JDtb8q5fOznuOG1yejx397eCpMnMl_LZn2KcKcUHpKkOaLrOrxeKn_tGzzHbTz4cDk_L4WDYrwHT_vhiNlu2rCtqV5nEvCwDDbKD1v6KI1epThIQTwoF2srxunNWzz2jQfmhc2rjJbR3AD8Yk_Fb0SU1P9QAzJ3MuawD9cbIp4U-fpuJ08qy2zbDcA3Qo=&c=&ch=
mailto:tracey@cspdc.org
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001hp7GXCqcb11eO_JDtb8q5fOznuOG1yejx397eCpMnMl_LZn2KcKcUFAOqkT5_U-XAVPrkw_ki9IznKl_PhFmHm0ucDTArMOrUqme9U9Mqljxdq2dMc_q2w4dCkYB3QZFIQn-N1mxjKe4ea55oNQuvf-1dgR7o_QtjgrLuPcDs2IXpkDFbrcZ8sLl8QnpNK0y&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001hp7GXCqcb11eO_JDtb8q5fOznuOG1yejx397eCpMnMl_LZn2KcKcUFAOqkT5_U-XyiSWO2WWv9MY3FjLV1d6LSCroIXYrZgK6kLXzUInF_aXIGkUZSkh5Cl20nXRKGeX_oNtsbpTjmqVQlVuafQnb2BD-bOrwV7ksfZICsESct8lCeyXiD9CeuK-khToTVz1wv8QMFwMCK0FpvfdnunmUQ==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001hp7GXCqcb11eO_JDtb8q5fOznuOG1yejx397eCpMnMl_LZn2KcKcUFAOqkT5_U-XbpsnxxbB1eNHThRbqxYFGJhWr0WK0OgNzN4TB82ryNw_Q_bx6mjTxBdNR9Sn69Wb8olbhIZCdB6rS1dWlUMx_qTbSKbcvekfP4hFJtwPXEWPmZr0phLM3KE_lIGeK4_5N26Tj2ffRoodGqhsmxJuiw==&c=&ch=


May 2016
 

Meet the Locals 
Hidden Valley Bed & Breakfast  

We were so fortunate to hold our April 28th Bath County
member Meet & Greet in the Hidden Valley Bed and
Breakfast dining room! 

Nestled between the pristine waters of the Jackson
River and the rolling contours of the Allegheny
Mountains, Hidden Valley Bed and Breakfast rises
majestically out of the valley floor and sits on 8,000
acres of George Washington National Forest land
featuring river, mountain and pastoral landscapes that
create a truly inspirational environment for your retreat.

Warwickton graces both the State of Virginia and
National Register of Historic Places and originally
served as a family plantation with roots in the 1700's. In
1848, James Woods Warwick constructed the
magnificent 6,000 square foot brick mansion that hosts
Hidden Valley Bed and Breakfast today. They continue
to honor James Warwick's legacy and are pleased to
call Warwickton their home. Most importantly, they are
excited to share all that Hidden Valley B&B has to offer
with you!

In the midst of the renovation, Warwickton was
transformed into the set for the movie Sommersby,
starring Jodie Foster and Richard Gere. The confluence
of valley farmland, panoramic mountain vistas and
historic architecture proved to be ideal for Hollywood
and produced an acclaimed and much-loved classic.

Now a working "Old McDonald" farm, Hidden Valley
B&B attracts visitors from as far as Japan, Germany,
Scotland and Sweden (and as near as our own Bath
County). Its idyllic setting and warm, cozy atmosphere
perfectly suit the needs of those seeking tranquility,
history, romance, recreation, adventure, or some
combination thereof!

For more information about Hidden Valley or to book
your stay, click here.

 

Hidden Valley B&B

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001B6j7-LPmqNRoWSmcyuqgOYp4DWxoWx9l4Bcq6nuBsplQiumcc3uFuY-DeO3uBjTfDTF8kDrSAuhdTaQAv5E0kq-Fr1mlg1UhKbWJhCZZE3M-nuVwrRRMypHTKUjx2WJzJZw0gIEK8haAAZyw4D_Dl1gbxGFx6R_8jYeqMS_ETDw=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001B6j7-LPmqNRoWSmcyuqgOYp4DWxoWx9l4Bcq6nuBsplQiumcc3uFuQiDllG6k85E_hJ12_2z9G4dsfcClSFte5QNIW1cyRHhDRpCEk2lemvnTudH66IoeYgY2dGRAatZO5TuN1IPrT5uAlc4WNU1QdWUN9eB50CdlMLDoVcv3js_Fxjxccywy6I9MiJOrwWUpQmrZ6SYbf0=&c=&ch=


July 2016
 

Snuggled A Goat Today?  
Meet two precious new arrivals at A Better Way Goat Farm & Dairy. A Better Way is a small eco-farm and
micro-dairy located in Waynesboro, Virginia. Owner Kathleen Mullins is committed to getting back to
basics and managing the land and growing food utilizing sustainable farming methods that are in harmony
with nature.  They raise happy goats in a natural setting. Happy goats make sweet, delicious milk!  A
Better Way Goat Farm also offers herd shares, goats milk cheeses, goat's milk soap, goat's milk gelato
and other goat's milk products in their "on farm" store. They are a licensed dairy, cheese and ice cream
manufacturer. Everything is produced right there on the farm!

A farm and dairy regularly offers tours, workshops and classes on everything from goat raising to cheese
making to goats' milk soap making. Have you snuggled a goat today? To find out more, or to schedule your
tour or workshop, visit their website: www.abetterwayfarms.com. 

To have your own "fence photo" featured in our newsletter, along with information about your agribusiness,
email photos and information to tracey@cspdc.org.

Member Satisfaction Survey
We are proud to be able to partner with you to support and promote agritourism in the Valley through the
Fields of Gold program. As many of you know, an online survey went out via email in early June 2016. We
plan to use the results of this survey to inform and determine the actions we take to move the Farm Trail
forward. 

Our goal is to invest most of our resources into those tasks and opportunities that have proven effective and
been of benefit to the program and its members. Gathering information from our members regarding what
you feel is working or not working and what efforts you would like to see in the future is critical to the success
of the program and the direction it takes. We plan to send this survey out to our members at least two times
per year so that we can continue to keep a pulse on your thoughts and opinions regarding the program's
marketing and business support activities. 

Thank you to the 29 members that took the time to fill out the survey. It is so critical to our program and so
helpful & appreciated! Look for another in early winter 2016. We are hoping for feedback from all 220 of our
members at that time! 

 Click here to see the survey results.

Fields of Gold Awarded Grant

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0019GRMIL8y1eBrhFeKT6rkzZ2bj5qTAV6lMUUF7ZUAKcI3bpnOgQ3XG6M-X3B4auK9_l2QxjKawOylxTYVFktfRf28uFVTIDl9HkHFh2YkWgDeRYcdD1xggQrj31qeJhf11oolfSKlzN4x-u5PIsWhG2bhPFkaWEhKNEfqd2wGB6K622-g1kp1pv7wQBYOfQm1bvlOgD8tZApqZhI-KfPWdDkkeEfS3e8YEYuHEGlrR7NLmTi5_K_VO3iXetC36_ztv7zC_KsNbCMq45Iajxbv1vK9H7TVe_gnJIrimy_8yHbAQq_BmfwZ5B0Za8b9IusGUsS9FOOgb5c=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0019GRMIL8y1eBrhFeKT6rkzZ2bj5qTAV6lMUUF7ZUAKcI3bpnOgQ3XGwEqfUrxja7WK4hanzbY6M5Uif5UB0driid23InVYIseQKtcuMehbcaNkHMUz8Zn9j-LN4Vboi35xB5G4y_dFh1XhW81LfxtqgfKnzSFOYpyZC5ePuHeCFbIZolyfiBTqHLl9JDCM4KO9-ZFO0P9NsYS3ZAeOl_JkdCTPh1IhMzhkYuxPTsRMsxEEntxo2SFpeAMt81DRhEyNhinmCx6WIJgL9RXPzZCQtkeOpXjGezVPR9wBMF-kSfjrEa5UWTYMcNbsoFN7IRJruX_YLLgSXk=&c=&ch=
mailto:tracey@cspdc.org
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0019GRMIL8y1eBrhFeKT6rkzZ2bj5qTAV6lMUUF7ZUAKcI3bpnOgQ3XGz82JXieA9w6lSDj4665J68Q8n06AmiO6SiukhJHo8hlKSg-MzdCpiL8cSxV68G0fMSC4obrpxTi4b0WVPfq56vYzOkiFWrLLlblI2RqzuDwNYydEX3ixXxA1TiqziOnnC2aZ7Y7UoypMJpKba5VHTvx8B1z_UXJtL0F_NjmLBM8UIC6f18c-3ReKodMCM6YtvSPSfgq-9wu-gKJGBmYnygGJaHPA8lLL533w4O5clu46UW99raKx0J6JpraTMbA_EtNwteTg7SrAz0-2rA6le2GKd3p-Dj30-Hsfo2KgJyDi1OyQPcBISxlvw7yK1kY9CigBZy06EZk-mRh0Sr7fy0=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0019GRMIL8y1eBrhFeKT6rkzZ2bj5qTAV6lMUUF7ZUAKcI3bpnOgQ3XGx1PNQapOlfhxuYej_OqMAXYzEQxGUHmfUG9YoUgS60gSehnYtBcfQ9ue6UgiBatQKWeM6GojN82lYwjRf1A5gkZCQx_B5mxcobCXJ050jcyd2WbmUYWxcLrre4UXb7kfbRD2T7FjljQ7EuvuB8xxDYuPXOGxgGz9tj7qlNWYymkMtAviDRLLys4OfkflQ1qiB0NmebtZiKZ8nGb9QoBGQetW5rikeDWufr06v-vQ7GtWtM203rKQFoqRXsEcP0wey-MCWmJ-mOnupFdeRvGI7g=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0019GRMIL8y1eBrhFeKT6rkzZ2bj5qTAV6lMUUF7ZUAKcI3bpnOgQ3XG6w4F7K_kyzG2bsykOJ1KR2wyFAmZDF4YVUBe8xtNFs2JEApqhFCo_7flT7y6AB8IyJfwhZwHZESEM9h--sVaTJBnKrCPM_6y6RqDftyvmrpkGULfLc0OUL4cEFOGuX98F4BoE-kYbUolWARjuQyMZ9AtP7_maBlwuL2vy7e-6lXLz-XP17uDM6cG-t72OVwMgXfJ_FvzEdSxF1yIIBwdtqxtz2c9jfFXN1BfU1Rzt8CpLdM5mxT0uvBgEIYtlt4u4m5nbzHVUoNIHXCu2vSULMX_s-7JQnroSqU67JmuONH&c=&ch=


Photo credit: Cool Breeze Farm, Mt.
Sidney, VA

On July 14th we formally announced that we will receive a $98,625 grant
from USDA Rural Development for our award-winning Fields of Gold
Shenandoah Valley's Farm Trail agritourism program. 

This grant will allow us to continue to employ a part-time staff person
dedicated to the program. It will also allow us to add blogging capabilities to
our website, create an "About Us" video, and provide professional
photography, just to name a few things. Needless to say, we are very
excited about this opportunity! 

www.fieldsofgold.org/meet-the-locals/

Profile Page 
Categories & Descriptions

When polling our members in the Member Satisfaction
Survey we asked - "Of all of our current efforts, what do
you feel are the most beneficial and effective for you as a
Fields of Gold member and for the overall promotion of the
Fields of Gold program?" The answer, "Having a profile
page on the Meet the Locals tab of the website" was
number one. 

We could not agree more, which is why we are asking our
members to go to the website and determine whether they
feel they are being accurately represented under their
current category and description. As was mentioned in the
last newsletter, you can now be listed under up to three
categories. 

We also have keyword search capabilities, which makes
it very important that every item and service you offer is
listed in your description. It is also important that every
web address, phone number, and physical address is
accurate.

To request updates to your profile page, contact Tracey at
tracey@cspdc.org or 540-885-5174.

Signature Events
Rockingham County Fair

 
August 14-20, 2016

8:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m.
4808 South Valley Pike
Harrisonburg, VA 22801

This is Ag-venture at its best, folks! The fairgrounds
include a barn complex with more than 80,000
square feet under roof, providing for a capacity of
hundreds of hogs, sheep, goats, beef cattle, and
dairy cattle; a farm museum; a building for
horticulture, flowers and farm crop displays; a
building for poultry/rabbit exhibits; and numerous
food concession buildings run by local civic
organizations. 

There will be plenty of ag-related events and
activities each day for your enjoyment! 

Check out the events calendar for details on the
Rockingham County Fair website at
http://www.rockinghamcountyfair.com/events. 

 

6th Annual Taste of Highland Event

August 20, 2016, starting 5:30 p.m.
The Highland Center

61 Highland Center Drive
Monterey, VA 24465

Journey to beautiful Monterey, Virginia, also known
as "Little Switzerland," for this very tasty and special
event! Enjoy local delicacies, live music, and
complimentary beverages. Tickets are $60 per
person. 

Proceeds will benefit The Highland Center and can
be purchased now at the Highland Farmers Market
and the Highland Inn. For more information call 540-
468-1922 or email localfoods@htcnet.org.

While you are in town check out new member, Big
Fish Cider Co., located at 59 Spruce St. We also
have plenty of on farm lodging options in Highland
County for your overnight stay. Simply visit our
website, www.fieldsofgold.org for a full listing.
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Grow Your Agribusiness
7th Annual Small Farm Conference 

"Creating and Sustaining Small Farmers
and Ranchers"

September 20-22, 2016
Virginia Beach Conference Center

2800 Shore Drive 
Virginia Beach, VA 23451

Don' t miss this exciting opportunity to learn and
network with local and national experts in
agriculture and farming practices at the 7th National
Small Farm Conference, the U.S.'s premier
conference addressing the needs, challenges and
successes of small farmers from Alaska to
Alabama, from Maine to Maui, and even from
countries far beyond our shores.

At the conference, you'll:
Learn about innovative advances in

research, extension and outreach
Network and strengthen existing

partnerships with other small farm
professionals

Tak e home new ideas that will help to
ensure small farmers and ranchers in your
region not only survive, but thrive in today's
economy.

For more information about the conference, visit
www.vsu.edu/nationalsmallfarmconference, email
NSFC2016@vsu.edu, or call 804-524-5626.

REGISTER NOW!  

Discounted early registration ends at midnight
August 5th. To save $75 on your registration fee,
register now.

Free Advertising!

Agritourism World is not just an e-newsletter! If you
are an agritourism farm or destination, getting added
to their FREE listing is an easy two minute task. Let
them promote your website and business at no cost
to you. Get Listed! 

Visitors to the site, can easily and conveniently
plan their trip and enjoy new travel planning ideas
with friends, family and groups. Agritourism World
provides that place for everyone to have fun with
farm travel. They cater to travelers from around the
country and the world. 

To set up your free account and listing, go to
www.agritourismworld.com.

 

Photo credit:  Riverview Farms and
Stables, Toms Brook, VA

Fields of Gold Toolkit  
Social Media Marketing  

 
Be sure to follow or "Like" us on our Fields of Gold
Facebook page. The more followers we have the
more successful we will be in getting the word out to
potential visitors about the many authentic and
memorable experiences we have waiting for them
on the Farm Trail. Regularly inviting your own
followers to check out the Fields of Gold Facebook
page will also go a long way in helping us to
increase our visibility! We do not have direct
customers so we rely on you to help us spread the
word, especially on your websites and social media
outlets. It takes a village to promote a Farm Trail.

Share your farm and agritourism snapshots, as well
as photos of your member signage on display, on
our Instagram page by using the hashtag
#shenvalleyfarmtrail on your photos. If you have
an Instagram account be sure to go in and follow us
a t fieldsofgold_farmtrail. We cannot wait to start
seeing your photos!

Meet the Locals
Ratliff Tree & Blueberry Farm

 

Ratliff Tree and Blueberry Farm grows Pick-Your-
Own blueberries as well as choose-and-cut
Christmas trees.  They are a family owned farm in
business since 1975. They have over 950
blueberry plants that have big, great-tasting
blueberries ready for picking in early July. 

Visit them for summer blueberry picking on Friday
and Saturday, 9:00 am to 6:00 pm.   

In the winter, choose and cut your own Christmas
tree.  They grow the Canaan Fir, a popular tree in
today's market. All trees are one price, regardless
of the size.

19101 Ratliff Lane
Timberville, Virginia 22853

540-896-2431
www.ratlifftreefarm.weebly.com

What's Fresh?
Summer Ad Campaign
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"Just Roll with It" on the Fields of Gold Farm Trail. Just this
month we "rolled" out our summer ad campaign. It was featured
in the June edition of Recreation News and is being featured in
the summer Road Trip edition of Blue Ridge Outdoors. It has
also made its debut on our Facebook page. 

As always, please feel free to share these ads on your own
social media sites or print and display in your place of
business! 

There is power in numbers and it takes all of us to promote the
Farm Trail! Just "Roll" with It!

 

For More Information Contact: 
Tracey Coltrain, Agritourism Coordinator 

tracey@cspdc.org 
540-885-5174  

Funding for this program provided by:

To take advantage of more member information and benefits, explore the 
Fields of Gold Member Portal

STAY CONNECTED
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Adventure Awaits!   
Fields of Gold Farm Trail News

Adventure Awaits you on the Farm Trail! 

Fields of Gold is the Shenandoah Valley's Farm Trail. It extends through eight counties and
five cities in the Valley. All of the farms and farm businesses on the trail are open to the
public and fall into at least one of the following categories: pick your own, on-farm lodging,
experience the farm, trout farming & fishing, ag venues (weddings/festivals), grocery, farm-
to-table restaurant, farmers markets, winery or brewery, Christmas tree/nursery, or farm
stands. We are excited to share the following events and activities that will be happening on
the trail in the next month or so! For more information about our Farm Trail and its members
visit www.fieldsofgold.org.

Champion U-Pick Berries
 
When: Sunday, May 1
Where: 100 Bindery Rd., New Market
Info: https://www.facebook.com/Championberries

Ready for the taste of spring? It is time to pick your own strawberries! Get out your recipe
books folks.

Triple Crown Series at Kindred Pointe Winery
 
When: Saturday, May 7 and May 21 from 3-7pm
Where: 3575 Conicville Rd., Mt. Jackson
Info: www.kindredpointe.com
 
Kentucky Derby - 5/7 - Music by Randy Black. Race time approximately 6:30pm.

The Preakness - 5/21 - Music by Davis Bradley Duo. Race time TBD.
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Mother's Day Brunch at North Mountain Vineyard

When: Sunday, May 8 from 11:30am-2:30pm
Where: 4374 Swartz Rd., Mauertown
Info: www.northmountainvineyard.com

Served on the decks or in the great room. Honor mom with this spring delight: freshly

prepared quiche; choice of swiss and country ham or roasted red pepper and crab, petite

salad with vinaigrette, fresh fruit, puff pastry with berries and chocolate drizzle, and

sumptuous coffee bar!

$25 per person. Please call for reservations. 540-436-9463

May Workshops at A Better Way Goat Farm & Dairy

When:Throughout the month of May
Where: 839 East Side Hwy, Waynesboro
Info:    www.abetterwayfarms.com 

There are several workshops being offered though out the month of May on topics such as
Goat Keeping 101 & Meet the Goats, Soap Making, and Cheese Making. Classes are
donation based. Pay what you can. For more information on dates and times of classes
please visit their website.

Music in the Garden at Boxerwood Nature Center & Woodland Garden

When: Friday, May 13 5:30-8pm
Where: 963 Ross Rd., Lexington
Info: www.lexingtonvirginia.com

Free outdoor music concert series every second and fourth Friday of the Month - April
through September. Bring a picnic basket and enjoy great music and the Boxerwood Nature
Center's Woodland Garden. Picnicking starts at 5:30pm and music from 6:30 to 8pm. Parking
at the end of Munger Lane.

Sundays on the Deck at the Purple WOLF Vineyard
 
When: Every Sunday beginning May 15
Where: 2644 Crosskeys Rd., Harrisonburg
Info: www.whiteoaklavender.com 
 
Relax with Celtic and Appalachian inspired folk music on harp by Elizabeth Fanning and
Elfann Music. The music program will be every Sunday from May 15th until September 9th.

Free Range Saturdays at Polyface Farm
 
When: Saturday, May 28 from 10am-2pm
Where: 43 Pure Meadows Lane, Swoope
Info:  www.polyfacefarms.com
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Free event - enjoy local artisans, seasonal produce, live music, local herbs, local cheese
AND do not forget fresh air and sunshine! Farm tours available by reservation. For more info
or to reserve a spot visit their website.

Farmers Market Season is Here!
 
For a full listing of our farmers markets and a link to their websites or FB pages click here.

For a full listing of Farm Trail events, visit our events calendar at www.fieldsofgold.org.

Share your favorite Farm Trail photos onto our Instagram page! 

#shenvalleyfarmtrail 

 

See you on the Farm Trail!
 

Follow us on Facebook for daily information!  
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Adventure Awaits!   
Fields of Gold Farm Trail News

Adventure Awaits you on the Farm Trail! 

Fields of Gold is the Shenandoah Valley's Farm Trail. It extends through eight counties and
five cities in the Valley. All of the farms and farm businesses on the trail are open to the
public and fall into at least one of the following categories: pick your own, on-farm lodging,
experience the farm, trout farming & fishing, ag venues (weddings/festivals), grocery, farm-
to-table restaurant, farmers markets, winery or brewery, Christmas tree/nursery, or farm
stands. We are excited to share the following events and activities that will be happening on
the trail in the next month or so! For more information about our Farm Trail and its members
visit www.fieldsofgold.org.

Market Grand Opening at Cool Breeze Farm
 
When: Saturday, June 4 from 12-4pm
Where: 273 Salem Church Rd., Mt. Sidney
Info: www.coolbreezefarms.com

Please join Cool Breeze Farm in celebrating the GRAND OPENING of their farm market. A
great afternoon for the entire family! FREE pony rides from 12-2pm, a pig roast, and live
music!

Toast the Weekend at Bluestone

When: Friday, June 10 from 6:30-9:30pm
Where: 4828 Spring Creek Rd., Bridgewater
Info: www.bluestonevineyard.com  

The 2nd and 4th Fridays of each month May thru September. 6:30-9:30pm. $10 cover. Music
from Full Moon Saloon.
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Fresh Fest 7 at J & L Green Farm

When: Saturday, June 11 from 10am-4pm
Where: 4010 Swover Creek Rd., Edinburg
Info: www.jlgreenfarm.com

A fun day on the farm! Farm tours, kids activities, live music, local exhibitors, smoked pork

BBQ, workshops! See schedule and purchase tickets online. Advance tickets: Adults $40

and Children: $20. 5 and under FREE.

1st Annual Farm Golf Tournament

When: Saturday, June 11 from 2-7pm
Where: 340 Old Quarry Rd., Greenville
Info: www.springdalewatergardens.com

At Springdale Water Gardens. Dinner & live music by Refuge Band. This event benefits the
2016 Baja Mission Trip of the Shenandoah Presbytery. Enjoy the gardens and play a Par 3,
18 hole farm golf course. Bring your clubs or use theirs. A potluck dinner, door prizes, and
silent auction will follow the tournament.

Pebble Hall Wildflowers Open House

When: Saturday & Sunday, June 11 & 12 from 12-6pm
Where: 11 Pebble Hall Ln, Weyers Cave
Info: www.pebblehallwildflowers.com 

Free admission. Hunt's Vineyard will be on site with their tastings and wine sales. Imagine
strolling the picturesque grounds with a glass of wine in hand. Valley Pike BBQ will be there
on the 11th and Mama's Caboose on the 12th. Enjoy the nature museum, select artisans,
wildflower & herb picking, historic home tours, Plein Air artist and children's activities.

Workshop at New Country Organics: Raising Hogs Organically
 
When: Saturday, June 18 from 10am-12pm
Where: 801 2nd St., Waynesboro
Info: www.newcountryorganics.com 
 
If you're interested in producing your own organic pork, go out & learn the ins and outs of hog
management with Jillian. Topics discussed will include farrow-to-finish and feeder-to-finish
operations as well as general maintenance of breeding stock. 10am-12pm. Call today to
reserve your spot - 540-784-1956 

Botetourt Concert Wine Trail Series
 
When: Sunday, June 19 from 1-5pm
Where: 4204 Old Fincastle Rd., Fincastle
Info: www.vmvines.com 

Join them at Virginia Mountain Vineyards for the 2nd concert of the 2016 series. Mike and
the Girls is the on-site food truck vendor. Enjoy the sounds of "True Cadence" as they
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entertain you with country rock and classics. Admission $10. $8 with wine series wine glass
or BMV wine glass. Rain or shine under the tent. Call 540-473-2979 with questions.

Check out our new website upgrades!

Search adventures by locality and key word now by going to the Meet the Locals page and
typing them into the correlating box on the left hand side. Give it a try! 

Create Your Own Adventure Tool - Ready to plan an adventure? Using the list of Fields of
Gold members provided on the Explore the Map page of the website, click the "Add" buttons
for the venues that you'd like to visit. Then click the "View Your Adventure" button to view
and print driving directions for your entire adventure!

For a full listing of Farm Trail events, visit our events calendar at www.fieldsofgold.org.

Share your favorite Farm Trail photos onto our Instagram page! 

#shenvalleyfarmtrail 

 

See you on the Farm Trail!
 

Follow us on Facebook for daily information!  
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Adventure Awaits you on the Farm Trail! 

Fields of Gold  is the Shenandoah Valley's Farm Trail. It extends through eight counties and
five cities in the Valley. All of the farms and farm businesses on the trail are open to the public
and fall into at least one of the following categories: pick your own, on-farm lodging, experience
the farm, trout farming & fishing, ag venues (weddings/festivals), grocery, farm-to-table
restaurant, farmers markets, winery or brewery, Christmas tree/nursery, or farm stands. We
are excited to share the following events and activities that will be happening on the trail in the
next month or so! For more information about our Farm Trail and its members visit
www.fieldsofgold.org.

Pints & Ponies at Hermitage Hill Farm and Stable

When: Wednesday, July 6th from 5-7pm
Where: 375 Madrid Rd., Waynesboro, VA
Info: www.stablecraftbrewing.com 
   
Enjoy a pint (or two) from Stable Craft Brewing with the ponies! Visit with the horses of
Hermitage Hill Farm! (Children must be supervised by adults for this event)

Pints for Paws at Stable Craft Brewing

When: Wednesday, July 27th from 5-10pm

This is a fundraiser to support Shenandoah Valley Animal Services in Lyndhurst, Va. This
wonderful organization re-homes cats and dogs in the Staunton, Waynesboro and Augusta
County Region.

Picking Party at Pebble Hall Wildflowers

When: Saturday & Sunday, July 9th-10th from 8am-1pm
Where: 11 Pebble Hall Lane, Weyers Cave
Info: www.pebblehallwildflowers.com 

Pick all of the flowers you can for $20! At the same time enjoy coffee & tea in the garden. Go on
out and put together some beautiful flower bouquets-enough for every room in the house. They
make beautiful gifts too. There is nothing better than a fresh bunch of wildflowers!

Pampered Chef Party at All Things Virginia @ the Farmhouse

When: Sunday, July 10th from 1-3pm 
Where: 125 N Main St. Woodstock, VA
Info: www.allthingsva.com 

You're invited! The focus of this Pampered Chef party will be grilling accessories! It is July and
it is time to get your grill on!
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All weekend July 15-18 they are having a Peach Wine Tasting; and all weekend, July 29-31
they are having a Riesling tasting.

Old Time Music Jam at the Virginia Horse Center

When: Tuesday, July 12th from 6-8pm. 
Where: 487 Maury River Rd., Lexington   
Info: www.horsecenter.org 
 
Bring an instrument and jam with the crew or just sit back and enjoy the tunes! Every 2nd
Tuesday of the month.

Children's Days at the Market 

When: Saturday, July 16th from 8am-1pm. 
Where: Broadway Farmers Market, 161 S Main St., Broadway  
Info: http://www.town.broadway.va.us/farmers-market.asp  

Go on out to the Broadway Farmers Market for a wide array of children's activities and
giveaways! Should be a super fun and family friendly morning out. Stock up on edible goodies
for the week while you are there!

When: Saturday, July 30th from 9am-1pm
Where: Botetourt Farmers Market, 90 Town Center St., Daleville
Info: http://www.visitbotetourt.com/locations/botetourt-farmers-market/ 

Join the Botetourt Farmers Market in Daleville Town Center for Children's Day! There will be a
balloon artist on-site, a musical instrument petting zoo, pinch pottery, a real life fire truck, snow
cones, and more! Go on out for a morning of family fun!

Ethical Meats Guest Speaker, Meredith Leigh
 
When: Saturday, July the 23rd from 10am-12pm
Where: New Country Organics, 801 2nd St, Waynesboro, VA
Info: www.newcountryorganics.com 

Ethical Meats Workshop with the Author of the Ethical Meats Handbook at New Country
Organics. Get your tickets today!

"At this point in time, the people who will make the greatest difference in the lives and deaths
of animals are the people who eat meat, not the people who don't." - Meredith Leigh, author,
The Ethical Meat Handbook.

Wine Glass Painting at the Pointe

When: Saturday, July 23rd from 2-4pm
Where: 3575 Conicville Rd., Mt. Jackson
Info: 540-477-3570 or www.kindredpointe.com 

Join Suzanne at Kindred Pointe Winery and paint your own wine glasses! Participants each
select up to 2 out of 8 designs to create your own wine glass masterpieces.

Please note you must pre-pay for this event when you sign up as seating is limited! 
Fees: $47.50 + tax includes all supplies needed to create 2 wine glasses, and a glass of
cider, sangria or wine (non-reserve). Make your reservations today!

Bluegrass Festival & Butterflies at Back Home on the Farm

When: Saturday, July 30th 
Where: 2915 Willow Run Rd., Harrisonburg
Info: http://backhome-onthefarm.com/special-events/ 

Go on out to the farm and get your Bluegrass music fix! Bands all day; Barbeque, great
homemade food and it all goes towards missionary work in Kenya!
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Butterfly House

Saturday June 18 - August 21 

Go out and enjoy their one of a kind Butterfly House! Native species are released into their
specially designed gardens and live there all summer before being released to make their way
south for the winter. Enjoy these beautiful creatures, learn about their life cycles and plants they
like to munch - all in a setting of enchanting miniature fairy gardens.

It is Blueberry picking season! Hooray! 

Swover Creek Farms

Offering: 4 acres of small fruits, raspberries, black raspberries, blackberries, some
blueberries. Value added products from berries are sold at the farm stand. 

4176 Swover Creek Road
Edinburg, Virginia 22824
540-335-7101
www.swovercreekfarms.com

Ratliff Tree Farm & Blueberries

Pick-Your-Own Blueberry Farm. They have over 950 plants that have the biggest and the
best-tasting blueberries in the Shenandoah Valley. Blueberries are only $3.50 a pound. Hours
of operation: Starting July 1. Friday and Saturday 9:00 am-6:00 pm. They start picking at 9:00
am and pick till the berries are all so come early.

19101 Ratliff Lane
Timberville, Virginia 22853
540-896-2431
www.ratlifftreefarm.weebly.com 

For a full listing of all of the Fields of Gold members and events visit:  www.fieldsofgold.org  

Share your favorite Farm Trail photos onto our Instagram page! 

#shenvalleyfarmtrail 

 

See you on the Farm Trail!
 

Follow us on Facebook for daily information!  

  

See you on the Farm Trail!
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018nkta5OIFuN7yDEFO4jrUnZJkX_rKZYz8cU8qP1Zrd6YRPPZUgGQ7JrEBNVHtZ3JGyBuxIK7aHctxULLFsajQ8a-dVFPUgCzoiBsF76pjBGLo91yvrKs-aE2U94UhXdfZ8_N5aCAbE-4fPxU_dqG8TnVdfl4_HtZ1TnzHtuvHqMdI6tMYG2qcyDVW1tcwF3BAW0ITnwRatYB1Shb5GVaWRcLGxIAGM6feexKgz46mDyuQysc7HNRHZLBH8sSmUHQEaDBOszm61ItKr56iaoONXPdyj5d-StM&c=&ch=
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Adventure Awaits you on the Farm Trail! 

Fields of Gold  is the Shenandoah Valley's Farm Trail. It extends through eight counties and
five cities in the Valley. All of the farms and farm businesses on the trail are open to the public
and fall into at least one of the following categories: pick your own, on-farm lodging, experience
the farm, trout farming & fishing, ag venues (weddings/festivals), grocery, farm-to-table
restaurant, farmers markets, winery or brewery, Christmas tree/nursery, or farm stands. We
are excited to share the following events and activities that will be happening on the trail in the
next month or so! For more information about our Farm Trail and its members visit
www.fieldsofgold.org.

Summertime with Arabians at Amethyst Acres

When: Saturday, August 6 from 11am-4pm
Where: 9195 Springwood Rd. Buchanon, VA
Info: www.amethystacres.com

Treat yourself to a day in the country learning about the oldest and rarest breed of horses, the
Egyptian Arabian. Find out what makes them so valuable, and how you can get involved, even
if you do not own a farm. Special guest speaker: Shawn Crews of Arabians Limited out of
Waco, TX.

FREE admission includes lunch, refreshments and all materials. Seats are limited and
reservations are required. Call 540-254-1017 or email deb@amethystacres.com

Flowers..Joy for Days Not Hours at Pebble Hall Wildflowers

When: Saturday & Sunday, August 6 and 7, sun up to sun down
Where: 11 Pebble Hall Lane, Weyers Cave
Info: www.pebblehallwildflowers.com 
   
Flower picking special! All day at Pebble Hall Wildflower Farm from sun up to sun down on
August 6 & 7. Get a $25 bucket of flowers for only $15. Bring your a.m. coffee or a picnic. Visit
the nature museum and the pixie garden and soak up some country air while you are at it.

Yoga & Wine at Virginia Mountain Vineyards

When: Sunday, August 14 from 2:30-4:30pm
Where: 4204 Old Fincastle Rd., Fincastle
Info: www.vmvines.com

Join Virginia Mountain Vineyards for an afternoon of stress relief! Your well being is important,
so join yoga instructor Debbie Stevens as she takes you on a meditative walk through the
vineyard followed by an hour of yoga instruction. Next enjoy a boxed lunch and a wine tasting.
Price per person, $35. Reservations required, so call 540-473-2979 to save your space.
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Farm to Table Dinner at Showalter's Orchard

When: Friday, August 19 from 7-9pm 
Where: 17768 Honeyville Rd., Timberville
Info: www.showaltersorchard.com 

Showalter's Orchard and Greenhouse, Home of Old Hill Hard Cider presents "Dinner on the
Orchard". Locally sourced produce prepared to perfection by Kristen Moore and her team. Meal
paired with Old Hill Cider. Visit their website for more information.

Taste of Highland Fundraiser
 
When: Saturday, August 20 at 5:30pm 
Where: The Highland Center, 61 Highland Center Dr., Monterey
Info: 540-468-1922

Journey to beautiful Monterey, Virginia, also known as "Little Switzerland," for this very tasty
and special event! Enjoy numerous local food delicacies, live music, and complimentary
beverages. Tickets are $60 per person. Proceeds will benefit The Highland Center and can be
purchased now at the Highland Farmers Market and the Highland Inn. 

While you are in town check out new member, Big Fish Cider Co., located at 59 Spruce St. We
also have plenty of on farm lodging options in Highland County for your overnight stay. Simply
visit our website, www.fieldsofgold.org for a full listing.

Yappy Hour Fundraiser at Seven Arrows Brewing

When: Friday, August 26 from 4-8pm
Where: 2508 Jefferson Hwy #1, Waynesboro
Info: www.sevenarrowsbrewing.com 

In honor of VA Craft Beer Month, Seven Arrows Brewing is hosting a fundraiser to benefit Cats
Cradle and Augusta Dog Adoptions. Drink delicious brews and donate to furry friends in need
at the same time! It is a win/win for all! An entire week of fundraising celebrations will end this
day, Friday, August 26th. They will be donating $1 for every pint sold, and accepting donations
- monetary, food, toys all week prior. For details visit their website.

Parasite Management Workshop at New Country Organics

When: Saturday, August 27 from 10am-12pm. 
Where: 801 2nd St., Waynesboro
Info: www.newcountryorganics.com

Learn effective, holistic approaches to parasite management, learn how to do fecal flotations
and parasite egg counts. Feel free to bring your own microscope to look at slides.

August is Craft Beer Month in Virginia! 

There is no better way to keep cool and enjoy the dog days of summer than with an ice cold
craft brew. They are the perfect accompaniment to a book on the porch, a locally grown burger
at a backyard barbecue, or a soak in your local swimming hole. 

Celebrate summer and the delights of craft beer on the Farm Trail this August! In honor of craft
beer month many of our breweries are offering a variety of events and specials. For a full listing
of our breweries and a link to their websites check out our Meet the Locals page on our
website: www.fieldsofgold.org and choose the category "Winery or Brewery". You can now even
filter by locality. Cheers!

Share your favorite Farm Trail photos onto our Instagram page! 

#shenvalleyfarmtrail 
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Adventure Awaits you on the Farm Trail! 

Fields of Gold  is the Shenandoah Valley's Farm Trail. It extends through eight counties and
five cities in the Valley. All of the farms and farm businesses on the trail are open to the public
and fall into at least one of the following categories: pick your own, on-farm lodging, experience
the farm, trout farming & fishing, ag venues (weddings/festivals), grocery, farm-to-table
restaurant, farmers markets, winery or brewery, Christmas tree/nursery, or farm stands. We
are excited to share the following events and activities that will be happening on the trail in the
next month or so! For more information about our Farm Trail and its members visit
www.fieldsofgold.org.

Murder in the Vineyard

When: Saturday, September 3 starting 6pm
Where: 4204 Old Fincastle Rd., Fincastle
Info: www.vmvines.com

At Virginia Mountain Vineyards. Everyone is a suspect and a participant! Ticket cost is $55
per person and includes two glasses of wine and heavy hors d' oeuvres. Reservations are
required. Call 540-473-2979

Purple Foot Competition

When: Sunday, September 4 from 1-5pm.
Where: 1027 Shiloh Dr., Eagle Rock
Info: www.blueridgevineyard.com
   
At Blue Ridge Vineyard. Free admission. Event to benefit Angels of Assisi Animal Rescue.
Bring a 16 pound bag of Purina One Dog or Cat food and sign up for the Big Bear Wine Club.
All animal food proceeds will go towards the organizations request for emergency food supplies.
Visit the website for more details.

Big Fish Cider at the JMU Arboretum

When: Friday, September 9 starting at 5pm
Where: 780 University Blvd., Harrisonburg
Info:
www.jmu.edu/arboretum/

Wine & Cheese on the Ernst Terrace. Reception at 5:00 pm, demonstration by the
Executive Sous Chef at 5:30 pm, guest speaker at 6:00 pm. Cost: $20 per person and
includes chef prepared tastings, international cheeses and two alcoholic beverages of choice
per guest other than JMU students.

Speaker: Kirk Billingsley from Big Fish Cider in Monterey, VA, speaks on antique and heritage
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varieties of apples, grafting techniques and the cider making process using apples from
unkempt, organically grown orchards. RSVP: Online pre-registration is needed by
5:00 pm September 6

22nd Annual Rockbridge Beer & Wine Festival

When: Saturday, September 10 from 12-7pm
Where: The Lime Kiln Theater, 607 Borden Rd., Lexington
Info: www.lexrockchamber.com  

Taster tickets $20 in advance and $25 at the gate, non-taster $10 in advance and $15 at the
gate. Music from PG-13, Moossa, and Fatty Lumpton. Local food and drinks from The Best
Kombucha, Pure Eats, Mano Taqueria, Jamrock Grill and Kind Roots. To find out more about
the wine and beer that will be on offer or to purchase advance tickets, visit their website.

Squash Festival at 2 Pond Farm
 
When: Saturday, September 10 from 2-10pm
Where: 300 Craig Shop Rd., Mt. Sidney
Info:  https://www.facebook.com/2pondfarm/ 

Bring your favorite squash dish to share (optional) and go on out to hear tons of great live music,
hike, play yard games, drink good beer, eat good food, shop the local farm vendors, learn how
to make apple butter and more! Bring the kids and make a day and evening of it. It is a
beautiful, fun setting and you will not be disappointed!

Autumn Days Craft Festival & Farm Market

When: Saturday, September 10 from 9am-3pm
Where: North Main St., Broadway
Info: http://www.town.broadway.va.us/farmers-market.asp

At the Broadway Farmers Market. Enjoy shopping for food, crafts, gift items and meeting local
business owners. There will be live music as well. The annual Sam Whetzel 5K Run/Walk
event will be passing through as well. After the race there will be a dunk tank fundraiser! Visit
the website for more information.

National Alpaca Farm Days

When: Saturday, September 24 from 10am-5pm. 
Where: Ridge Valley Alpacas, 1458 Sterrett Rd., Fairfield
Info:  www,ridgevalleyalpacas.com

Experience the fleece! Feel the fleece! Tour the farm and experience live spinning
demonstrations. Learn about raising and breeding alpacas and about alpaca products. Enjoy a
fun day at the farm for the whole family!

Apple Picking Season is Upon Us!

We have a large variety of apple orchards all over the Farm Trail, and we even have a hard
cidery that makes the best cider around! Apples can be crunchy, sweet, tart, crisp, fragrant,
big or little or something in between, they can come in pink, red, green, and even yellow.
Some apples are best for cider, some for pies, some for lunch boxes, and others for frying or
apple sauce. The Shenandoah Valley has no shortage of variety when it comes to apples, nor
does it have a shortage of high quality orchards! 

For a full listing of our apple orchards visit our website  www.fieldsofgold.org and type "apples"
into the keyword search. 

For a full listing of our September events visit our monthly events calendar on the website.

Share your favorite Farm Trail photos onto our Instagram page! 
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Adventure Awaits you on the Farm Trail! 

Fields of Gold  is the Shenandoah Valley's Farm Trail. It extends through eight counties and
five cities in the Valley. All of the farms and farm businesses on the trail are open to the public
and fall into at least one of the following categories: pick your own, on-farm lodging, experience
the farm, trout farming & fishing, ag venues (weddings/festivals), grocery, farm-to-table
restaurant, farmers markets, winery or brewery, Christmas tree/nursery, or farm stands. We
are excited to share the following events and activities that will be happening on the trail in the
next month or so! For more information about our Farm Trail and its members visit
www.fieldsofgold.org.

Hands & Harvest Festival 

When: Friday, September 7 & Saturday, September 8
Where: Monterey, VA 
Info: http://www.highlandcounty.org/events/hands-harvest-festival/
 
Celebrate the beauty of Autumn at Highland County's annual Hands & Harvest Fall Foliage
Festival. Held on the second weekend in October, this event offers two full days of activity and
entertainment. Come and observe for yourself the mountain forests of Virginia's Western
Highlands transformed into a rich palette of russet, gold, and scarlet.

Seasonal foods, including apple dumplings, apple butter, barbecues, Allegheny Mountain
Trout, and homemade baked goods will be available in the historic districts of Monterey and
McDowell. Take time to explore the back roads by enjoying one of Highland County's Scenic
Driving Tours or Barn Quilt Trails.

16th Annual Oktober Wein Fest

When: Saturday, October 8 from 12-5pm
Where: 4374 Swartz Rd., Maurertown, VA
Info: http://www.northmountainvineyard.com/ 
   
At North Mountain Vineyards. Live German music performed by talented musicians, delicious
German food prepared by Swover Creek Farms, exceptional local vendors, new wine
releases, prizes for best Bavarian Dress and Hat, and more! No admission fee.

Fields of Gold Farming in the Valley Festival

When: Sunday, October 9 from 12-5pm
Where: 107 Creative Works Lane, Waynesboro, VA
Info:  540.324.1133

A Fields of Gold Celebration! Children 2 & under FREE. Children 3 & up $3. The Greater
Augusta Regional Chamber of Commerce is hosting a Farming In the Valley interactive
community festival which will include a petting zoo, a corn maze, pumpkin picking, and much
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001164hU9GMn0Px-zn5OUeUNjRm9LNOASTrwxanDUqlB6QuILi-cV9sVdEgNL4kJ8Un3G53RREyq_GbtK8HD2bJN7lvaL08Ok0gx1OMwzUxzoEs8A2QObCCX_DSys69tYcl9V6utPlq6xDyzAyl9HdcTCz9Eeq_9FqrUNgRiSjGEDs=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001164hU9GMn0Px-zn5OUeUNjRm9LNOASTrwxanDUqlB6QuILi-cV9sVdEgNL4kJ8Un3G53RREyq_GbtK8HD2bJN7lvaL08Ok0gx1OMwzUxzoEs8A2QObCCX_DSys69tYcl9V6utPlq6xDyzAyl9HdcTCz9Eeq_9FqrUNgRiSjGEDs=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001164hU9GMn0Px-zn5OUeUNjRm9LNOASTrwxanDUqlB6QuILi-cV9sVZBR6fxYGHILWGM99wdxvOoZZ0J2tiEWmBDA0iZGdpPQeAPjLAVubt7mdRpY27r8uwesdPzn-yF4c_c1pL3_b6IZmeS7tHS413xy3_oYKZHReGvEtXSjoZFBM-SNI83DS58PdEWvsxOSCcVJSJHyaOrmakEb8HLFSDGl0YiOmI_9&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001164hU9GMn0Px-zn5OUeUNjRm9LNOASTrwxanDUqlB6QuILi-cV9sVY8dHya_cSjIIhGwDyXdOegZta1Gnht5VSK1AIT6nvQ-fjQhoXlGRq_AlOnHfU3GmG85uoogiofw7JMiCqXE7DkNdHMS04E2sRcMkvTJ_KZ_iPCHcCXzrE619qmz2VjYoTU3LZnAaRiO&c=&ch=


more Fall fun on the farm.

Taste of Shenandoah at Cave Ridge Vineyards
When: Saturday, October 15 from 12-4pm
Where: 1476 Conicville Rd., Mt. Jackson, VA
Info: http://caveridge.com/events/
  
A Farm-to-Table Food, Wine, Beer, & Cider Event!

$25 Tickets include all food and wine pairings- Proceeds from the 2016 Taste of Shenandoah
will support the work of the Shenandoah Forum to ensure our county's agricultural heritage,
conserve our natural resources and build a stronger future for our county.
Pairing assorted tasting samples from LOCAL producers with delicious Cave Ridge Wines,
Beers from LOCAL Breweries (Swover Creek Farm Brewery & The Woodstock Brewhouse), as
well as Cider from Old Hill Cider!

Contact Cave Ridge Vineyard with questions at (540)477-2585 or e-mail at
Caveridgewines@caveridge.com

17th Annual Apple Harvest Festival
 
When: Saturday, October 15 from 10am-5pm
Where: 17768 Honeyville Rd., Timberville, VA
Info: http://www.showaltersorchard.com/ 

At Showalter's Orchard and Greenhouse, and home of Old Hill Cider. Live Music, Hayrides,
Cider Tastings/Sales, Apple Cider Donuts, Apple Dumplings, Local Food Trucks, Apple
Picking, and many Children's Activities.

Fields of Gold Fat Tire Loop - Fall Foliage Bike Fest

When: Sunday, October 16
Where: Middlebrook, VA
Info: http://shenandoahbike.org/about/routes/ 

Shenandoah Fall Foliage Bike Fest - NEW for 2016! The Fields of Gold Fat Tire Loop-leaving
from Middlebrook Community Center, this loop passes by a number of the Fields of Gold
Farms (Including Sunrise Orchards and Meadowcroft Farm) and includes a rest stop at Joel
Salatins renowned sustainable family farm, Polyface Farms.

Wade's Mill 21st Annual Apple Butter Festival

When: Saturday, October 22 from 10am-4pm
Where: 55 Kennedy Wade's Mill Loop, Raphine
Info: 540.348.1400

Go out and celebrate Autumn at Wade's Mill! Learn how to make apple butter the old fashioned
way, enjoy music by the New Corner Grocery and Bluegrass Band, and munch on some
freshly roasted chestnuts and food from Puffs BBQ. There will also basket weaving, wine,
maple syrup, craft cheese, bread baking, blacksmithing, wood turning and pottery! Go on out
with your chair and make a day of it!

1st Annual Cool Breeze Fall Fling

When: Saturday, October 29 & Sunday, October 30
Where: 297 Salem Church Rd., Mt. Sidney
Info: info@shenandoahconcerts.com 

Visit this beautiful farm and enjoy live mountain music, pony rides, craft beer, fried apple pies,
bratwursts, hay rides, vendors & crafts. a trail walk and much more! Craft and seasonal
vendors still needed.

Pumpkin Picking Season is Upon Us!

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001164hU9GMn0Px-zn5OUeUNjRm9LNOASTrwxanDUqlB6QuILi-cV9sVZD1WJoI4sii3PEHU8bSprmlTpxhcV8uwuoWzcn0afvgmSU-Pwv5HLle0Q3iXsEzLELZ-HHeb9Q9ilDUTYZgRjVZvip3v9qfnVKmwblsMHOr6t4iClq1P_9bCLKnIvvodA==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001164hU9GMn0Px-zn5OUeUNjRm9LNOASTrwxanDUqlB6QuILi-cV9sVVkzE3_QYaTUdGngFNfEp_65wFF9DqsSAsC2YdOtmG3FKWJAtojgq8WfBPE5A7aDP2Bm-pkit1gxkxlTJH4-WUYpiYPlM5N1VQDqbnfq4iBH0sjBkf6aJRV76EJZ8nR9aA==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001164hU9GMn0Px-zn5OUeUNjRm9LNOASTrwxanDUqlB6QuILi-cV9sVZD1WJoI4siicR3bNhSWkPLMOsDq1jXWvOD1zkKkQH8rbnh6DLvZoLnlXGpzBOt8nVC1GUiw1dOXaQFgku9VD4kB1Rz-o3nHPLjyY-OUka1MbM70_89thBVa3TV8g78AdVvNhZnmkpl-lu-w8U-a_8o=&c=&ch=


We have a large number of farms that offer a variety of different kinds of pumpkins all over the
Farm Trail. You can pick your own or purchase on-site. Pumpkins are commonly used this
time of year to carve and as seasonal decorations, in pies and soups (they are very nutritious!)
and spiced in hot drinks. In the Shenandoah Valley we have no shortage of variety when it
comes to pumpkins! 

For a full listing of our pumpkin farms visit our website  www.fieldsofgold.org and type
"pumpkins" into the keyword search on the "Meet the Locals" page. 

For a full listing of our October events visit our monthly events calendar on the website.

Share your favorite Farm Trail photos onto our Instagram page! 

#shenvalleyfarmtrail 

 

See you on the Farm Trail!
 

Follow us on Facebook for daily information!  

  

See you on the Farm Trail!

  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001164hU9GMn0Px-zn5OUeUNjRm9LNOASTrwxanDUqlB6QuILi-cV9sVdEgNL4kJ8Un3G53RREyq_GbtK8HD2bJN7lvaL08Ok0gx1OMwzUxzoEs8A2QObCCX_DSys69tYcl9V6utPlq6xDyzAyl9HdcTCz9Eeq_9FqrUNgRiSjGEDs=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001164hU9GMn0Px-zn5OUeUNjRm9LNOASTrwxanDUqlB6QuILi-cV9sVapAlG0cnEIXDiLYDsYMy82PWFLj_aAO6t8AlRxulsFQlgXQPtuDWEiYd8aQTsGrbx7EHqqQJMyou9iVtO-elLRI6UCqunuKzK_Km_Is3SyMw_vS_Q1nN0ILi_Q70WGFg-YcI78wYb2crJ-e1NsruqF8p7a-ZMwl9A==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001164hU9GMn0Px-zn5OUeUNjRm9LNOASTrwxanDUqlB6QuILi-cV9sVf8q8AOgsXRTxgGg_PsLjOeW2nXVqbkORzofUjxhH8ER_hq3V8dCb0XVbOZenUMHQdTOr87ezxZ6dEWp536KhuZtdNh9UNt9DS9hR3ioZtSB5rZ7Ut7mObikFGN-PqzU4cBPASKLWa12ybO_6KfAVg5fLiqIX7jyJRF8Dc1fT_W3&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001164hU9GMn0Px-zn5OUeUNjRm9LNOASTrwxanDUqlB6QuILi-cV9sVf8q8AOgsXRTxgGg_PsLjOeW2nXVqbkORzofUjxhH8ER_hq3V8dCb0XVbOZenUMHQdTOr87ezxZ6dEWp536KhuZtdNh9UNt9DS9hR3ioZtSB5rZ7Ut7mObikFGN-PqzU4cBPASKLWa12ybO_6KfAVg5fLiqIX7jyJRF8Dc1fT_W3&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001164hU9GMn0Px-zn5OUeUNjRm9LNOASTrwxanDUqlB6QuILi-cV9sVS0bEqU97dzs2kO0v2-MXAYVPlVNh5pfDk9SPerPzO4vTQcCgLh2kWZqRdQsx64DDhKaoSflQsrUBTR2a75fdcowc-fv0kdlDDnEfCft_QozfYAc-_swnnKpDijNgm4Lmh549DaiTwRpme4D1U_uS0FyaP8zZQ070pKJDauA-CKfZFnAxl5xmmwvo9jPdDZYHpmDVOwRcD9RohcNnz1G3bxBCE9VpRkKjMD1Hd-X_mG5&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001164hU9GMn0Px-zn5OUeUNjRm9LNOASTrwxanDUqlB6QuILi-cV9sVS0bEqU97dzs2kO0v2-MXAYVPlVNh5pfDk9SPerPzO4vTQcCgLh2kWZqRdQsx64DDhKaoSflQsrUBTR2a75fdcowc-fv0kdlDDnEfCft_QozfYAc-_swnnKpDijNgm4Lmh549DaiTwRpme4D1U_uS0FyaP8zZQ070pKJDauA-CKfZFnAxl5xmmwvo9jPdDZYHpmDVOwRcD9RohcNnz1G3bxBCE9VpRkKjMD1Hd-X_mG5&c=&ch=
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Fields of Gold Agritourism Program Awarded USDA Grant 
Funds will provide promotion and services in support of local farmers 

 
STAUNTON (October 6, 2014) —A growing group of agritourism operators in the Shenandoah Valley 
of Virginia recently received a significant boost in promotional and technical support with the award of a 
$93,674 U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) grant to the Fields of Gold Agritourism Program. 
Authorized through the Agricultural Act of 2014 (the 2014 Farm Bill), over $52 million in funding was 
distributed nationwide through five USDA grant programs. The Central Shenandoah Planning District 
Commission will administer the  Farmers Market Promotion Program  grant on behalf of the Fields of 
Gold program. Funds will be used to boost rural economic activities by increasing marketing and 
promotions of the Fields of Gold Farm Trail.  

Congressman Bob Goodlatte, 6th District Virginia commented on the award: “Agriculture is at the core of 
our region’s economy, and the Shenandoah Valley Fields of Gold Agritourism Program is doing 
innovative, collaborative work to benefit this important industry. I look forward to the job creation, small 
business development, and increased agritourism that this grant will help to generate across the CSPDC.”  

Fields of Gold is a regional agritourism promotion program in the Shenandoah Valley of Virginia that 
both  markets  member farms and businesses and provides agritourism focused business support services 
to encourage farm/business expansion, diversified revenue, and increased sales of local and regional 
agricultural products. The program covers an eight-county, five-city region in the heart of the Shenandoah 
Valley and currently serves 180 member farms and agritourism businesses including wineries, breweries, 
cideries, pick-your-own farms, farmers markets, farm tours, farm-to-table restaurants and on-farm 
lodging.   

Leveraging partnerships between local governments, tourism and economic development entities and the 
farming community, the Fields of Gold program aims to increase the number of visitors to Shenandoah 
Valley farm  destinations and build farmer capacity for starting or expanding an agritourism venture. 
Since its inception in 2011, Fields of Gold has received state-wide recognition for innovation and 
execution of regional partnerships. 

For more information on the Fields of Gold agritourism program and upcoming events, visit 
www.fieldsofgold.org. 
                                                                               ### 
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mailto:elizabeth@cspdc.org
http://www.fieldsofgold.org/


 
 

 

 
 

112 MacTanly Place    Staunton, VA  24401 
Phone: (540)885.5174     Fax: (540)885.2687    www.cspdc.org 

 

For Immediate Release 
 
CSPDC Contact:   Bonnie S. Riedesel, (540) 885-5174, bonnie@cspdc.org 
                   Tracey Coltrain, (540) 885-5174, tracey@cspdc.org 
 

Fields of Gold Hosts Meet & Greet for New Coordinator 
Networking, Information on Agritourism in the Valley on Tap 

STAUNTON (February 10, 2015) — Fields of Gold, the Shenandoah Valley’s Farm Trail, will 
host an informational “Meet & Greet” Tuesday, February 24th from 5-7pm in the tasting room at 
Bluestone Vineyard in Rockingham County. The event is being organized by the Fields of Gold 
Agritourism Program and the tourism departments of the City of Harrisonburg and Rockingham 
County, and sponsored by the Friendly City Food Coop, located in Harrisonburg, VA.  

The purpose of this event is to introduce Tracey Coltrain, the program’s first Agritourism 
Coordinator for the Fields of Gold program. The session will also provide information on the 
purpose, goals and benefits of the program to farm visitors, existing farm trail members, and 
prospective farm trail members. In order to be a member of the farm trail a business must be located 
in the Fields of Gold region, be open to the public, and produce or sell local agricultural products. 
There are many member benefits and these will be presented during the informational session. 

The event is free and open to anyone interested in agritourism in the Shenandoah Valley. From 5-
6pm attendees will enjoy refreshments while networking with Fields of Gold staff and other Fields 
of Gold members. From 6-7 pm there will be an informal discussion and presentation.  

The Meet & Greet is free and open to the public. Bluestone Vineyard is located at 4828 Spring 
Creek Rd. in Bridgewater, VA. For more information about the Fields of Gold program, contact 
Tracey Coltrain, tracey@cspdc.org  (540) 885-5174 or visit www.fieldsofgold.org.  

###. 
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 Invent the Future 

Virginia Cooperative Extension 
Martha A. Walker, Ph.D. 
Extension Specialist, Community Viability 
Department of Agricultural and Applied Economics 
150B Slayton Avenue 
Danville, VA 24540 
Telephone 434.766.6761 -  Fax 434.766.6763   
walker53@vt.edu  
 

Contact: Martha A. Walker, Specialist 
walker53@vt.edu / 434-766-6761 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

Shenandoah Valley hosts Virginia’s first Agritourism Summit 
Agritourism farmers, economic development staff, and local government leaders will gather on 
Tuesday and Wednesday, March 10-11, at the Stonewall Jackson Hotel in Staunton, Virginia, to 
explore innovative ideas on agritourism at the 2015 Virginia Conference on Agritourism in the 
Creative Economy.   This state level conference offers attendees two days filled with fresh ideas 
on event planning, marketing, regional networks, zoning and conservation, financing, legal 
structures, farm craft breweries, profitability outlook of wineries, bed and breakfast operations, 
food safety, and experience-based tips  to make agritourism businesses a success in the rural 
economy.   
 
Special guests include the Honorable Maurice Jones, Secretary of Commerce and Trade;  
the Honorable Todd Haymore, Secretary of Agriculture and Forestry; Ms. Mary Rae Carter, 
Special Advisor for Rural Partnerships; and Dr. Ed Jones, Director of Virginia Cooperative 
Extension.  On Tuesday afternoon, Shenandoah Valley’s Fields of Gold will sponsor farm tours 
featuring Cestari Sheep and Wool Company, Mt. Crawford Creamery, Polyface Farms, 
Meadowcroft Farm, and White Oak Lavender Farm. On Wednesday, attendees will meet 
agritourism entrepreneurs, share successes, and explore the challenges during the afternoon’s 
Agritourism Showcase. “We are delighted that our region was chosen to host the state’s first 
agritousim conference and for us to showcase our award-winning agritourism program known 
as Fields of Gold,” said Bonnie Riedesel, Executive Director of the Central Shenandoah 
Planning District Commission.   
 
“Every session is packed with engaging speakers and tools for Virginia’s agritourism industry” 
said Martha Walker, community viability specialist for Extension.  “Our team is thrilled to have 
Martha Glass, executive director of the National Agritourism Networking Association and North 
Carolina’s Annie Baggett along with Tennessee’s Pamela Bartholomew on the list of session 
presenters,” said Chris Cook with Virginia FAIRS.  
 
Register on-line by visiting http://tinyurl.com/AgritourismConference2015 and completing the 
registration form before February 26.  You may register for one day ($95) or both days ($135).  
For more information, contact Dr. Martha A. Walker, Virginia Cooperative Extension, by phone 
at 434-766-6761 or by e-mail at walker53@vt.edu.  
 
The conference is sponsored by Virginia Cooperative Extension, Central Shenandoah Planning 
District Commission, Farm Credit, Virginia Association of Counties, Virginia Department of  
Agriculture and  Consumer Services, Virginia FAIRS, Virginia Tourism Corporation, and USDA 
Rural Development. 
 
If you are a person with a disability and desire any assistive devices, services or other 
accommodations to participate in this activity, please contact Martha A. Walker, Central District 

mailto:Walker53@vt.edu
http://tinyurl.com/AgritourismConference2015
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Office, at 434-766-6761 during business hours of 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. to discuss accommodations 
5 days prior to the event.  *TDD number is (800) 828-1120. 
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Shenandoah Valley Hosts Virginia's First Agritourism Conference March 10-11 
Fields of Gold sponsors farm tours and Agritourism Showcase 

STAUNTON (March 3, 2015) — Agritourism farmers, economic development staff, and local 
government leaders will gather on Tuesday and Wednesday, March 10-11, at the Stonewall 
Jackson Hotel in Staunton, Virginia, to explore innovative ideas on agritourism at the 2015 
Virginia Conference on Agritourism in the Creative Economy.   This state level conference offers 
attendees two days filled with fresh ideas on event planning, marketing, regional networks, zoning 
and conservation, financing, legal structures, farm craft breweries, profitability outlook of 
wineries, bed and breakfast operations, food safety, and experience-based tips  to make agritourism 
businesses a success in the rural economy.   
 
Special guests include the Honorable Maurice Jones, Secretary of Commerce and Trade;  
the Honorable Todd Haymore, Secretary of Agriculture and Forestry; Ms. Mary Rae Carter, 
Special Advisor for Rural Partnerships; and Dr. Ed Jones, Director of Virginia Cooperative 
Extension.  On Tuesday afternoon, Shenandoah Valley’s Fields of Gold will sponsor farm tours 
featuring Cestari Sheep and Wool Company, Mt. Crawford Creamery, Polyface Farms, 
Meadowcroft Farm, and White Oak Lavender Farm. On Wednesday, attendees will meet 
agritourism entrepreneurs, share successes, and explore the challenges during the afternoon’s 
Agritourism Showcase. “We are delighted that our region was chosen to host the state’s first 
agritousim conference and for us to showcase our award-winning agritourism program known as 
Fields of Gold,” said Bonnie Riedesel, Executive Director of the Central Shenandoah Planning 
District Commission.   
 
“Every session is packed with engaging speakers and tools for Virginia’s agritourism industry” 
said Martha Walker, community viability specialist for Extension.  “Our team is thrilled to have 
Martha Glass, executive director of the National Agritourism Networking Association and North 
Carolina’s Annie Baggett along with Tennessee’s Pamela Bartholomew on the list of session 
presenters,” said Chris Cook with Virginia FAIRS.  
 
The conference is sponsored by Virginia Cooperative Extension, Central Shenandoah Planning District 
Commission, Farm Credit, Virginia Association of Counties, Virginia Department of Agriculture 
and  Consumer Services, Virginia FAIRS, Virginia Tourism Corporation, and USDA Rural Development. 
Register on-line by visiting http://tinyurl.com/AgritourismConference2015 and completing the 
registration form.  You may register for one day ($95) or both days ($135).  For more information, contact 
Dr. Martha A. Walker, Virginia Cooperative Extension, by phone at 434-766-6761 or by e-mail at 
walker53@vt.edu.  
                                                                                 ### 
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Fields of Gold Farm Trail Kicks Off Spring Season with Giveaway 
Winner will receive basket filled with local farm products 

STAUNTON (May 7,  2015)—The Fields of Gold Farm Trail, the first trail in the state of Virginia, 
kicked off the 2015 agritourism season by sponsoring a giveaway featuring a basket filled with 
items donated by farm trail members. Over 250 people registered to win gift certificates, a cook 
book, wine, honey, jam, lavender products, pickles, salsa, wool products, maple syrup, goat cheese 
and more, all made and grown in the Shenandoah Valley. 

With more than 30 farmers’ markets, 12 “pick your own” farms and dozens of farm festivals and 
special events on tap with the arrival of spring, the Fields of Gold Farm Trail is home to over 185 
farms that are open to the public for educational and recreational purposes. The trail traverses five 
cities and eight counties in the heart of the Shenandoah Valley. Residents and visitors can 
experience everything from farm-to-table dining, barn/farmhouse lodging, wildflower and herb 
picking, cow milking, sheep shearing, goat milk soap making, llama trekking, wine, craft beer or 
cider tastings or trout fishing just to name a few activities. 

The winner of the gift basket is Greta Kreider of Rockingham County. Fields of Gold Farm Trail 
coordinator Tracey Coltrain will present the gift basket to Greta at Pebble Hall Wildflowers farm 
located at 11 Pebble Hall Lane, Weyers Cave, Virginia on May 12 at 3pm. The media and the 
public are invited to attend.  

“Marketing is critical to the success of my agritourism business,” says Pebble Hall owner Kathy 
Tourje. “By joining a program like Fields of Gold we have an easy and efficient way to get the 
word out about what we offer. Showcasing the abundant agricultural activities in the Shenandoah 
Valley in a Farm Trail allows individual businesses to have a much greater impact in reaching 
interested visitors." 
 
For more information about the Fields of Gold program, contact Tracey Coltrain, 
tracey@cspdc.org  (540) 885-5174 or visit www.fieldsofgold.org. 

 
                                                                      ### 
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Fields of Gold Presents State Officials with Farm Trail Products 
 Governor & Secretary of Agriculture receive samples of the region’s agritourism bounty. 

STAUNTON (July 28, 2015) —Central Shenandoah Planning District Executive Director, Bonnie 
Riedesel, presented Virginia Governor Terry McAuliffe with a harvest box of Fields of Gold Farm Trail 
products.  Secretary of Agriculture Todd Haymore was given a framed photo of a Rockbridge County 
landscape depicting the region’s beauty and the importance of farming in the Fields of Gold region.  Ms. 
Riedesel presented the items to the Governor and Secretary following the Shenandoah Valley 
Partnership’s (SVP) Annual Meeting held at the Stonewall Jackson Hotel & Conference Center on July 
22, 2015.  The harvest box contained locally grown and produced items from each of the eight counties 
that participate in Fields of Gold – Shenandoah Valley’s Farm Trail. 
 
The Governor was the keynote speaker at the meeting, which showcased SVP’s accomplishments in 
promoting and attracting business to the Valley.  Gov. McAuliffe talked about recent agricultural 
expansions, growth in the state wine and craft beer industries, increased tourism, and the urgency of job 
creation as the Commonwealth’s economy experiences significant changes in the coming years. 
 
For more information about the Fields of Gold program, contact Tracey Coltrain, tracey@cspdc.org 
(540) 885-5174 or visit www.fieldsofgold.org.           

mailto:bonnie@cspdc.org
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Fields of Gold Receives Regional Community Economic Development Honor 
 Southern Economic Development Council recognizes the Shenandoah Valley’s innovative program. 

 
Bonnie Riedesel accepts CEDA award from Mike Philpot, SEDC Chairman 

STAUNTON (August 13, 2015) — The Southern Economic Development Council (SEDC) has 
announced the recipients of its annual Community Economic Development Awards (CEDA).  The 
Shenandoah Valley Partnership (SVP) submitted a business expansion and community 
development effort known as the Fields of Gold Agritourism Program.  The entry was the winner 
in the category of communities with more than 100,000 in population.  Winners were recognized 
at an awards luncheon held in their honor Monday, July 27, at SEDC’s annual conference in 
Savannah, Georgia. Bonnie Riedesel, Executive Director of the Central Shenandoah Planning 
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District Commission (CSPDC), which oversees the Fields of Gold program, accepted the CEDA 
award. “I was honored to accept this award on behalf of the Fields of Gold program and to share 
our story with economic development leaders across the Southeast,” said Riedesel.  “Thanks to the 
contributions of our many regional partners, Fields of Gold once again has been recognized for 
innovation, collaboration and program execution in the area of economic development.” 
 
“The CEDA program recognizes communities throughout a seventeen-state region for outstanding 
efforts in building their strength and viability through economic and community development 
programs,” said Mike Philpot, SEDC chairman for 2015.  “These programs have a profound impact 
on the economic vitality and quality of life in their communities.” 
 
The Shenandoah Valley won for the creation of a partnership across eight counties and five cities 
that protects and enhances the Region’s agriculture as part of their cultural heritage and leverages 
it as a catalyst for tourism—specifically agritourism that capitalizes on the growing interest in 
locally sourced food, farm-to-table eating experiences and visits to wineries, breweries, orchards 
and farms. The creation of “Fields of Gold” as a brand for the region’s “farm trail” and as an 
umbrella over a wide array of activities has created a strong identity for the region and helped it 
generate more than $1.2 billion in travel and tourism expenditures in 2013.  
 
“We are honored that Fields of Gold received this prestigious recognition from the Southern 
Economic Development Council,” said Carrie Chenery, Executive Director of the Shenandoah 
Valley Partnership.  “The Shenandoah Valley is home to four of the top five agriculture-producing 
counties in the Commonwealth of Virginia, representing an impact of over $1 billion to our 
regional economy.  This innovative marketing tool, with over 190 farm trail participants and 
numerous public and private partners, has allowed us to sustain and enhance agritourism’s 
influence in our economic future.” 
 
SEDC is the oldest and largest regional economic development association in North America, with 
more than 1,000 members representing a variety of backgrounds. From local, regional and state 
economic development agencies, chambers of commerce, business and industry, utilities, 
transportation, finance and education, members share a common interest: the promotion and 
enhancement of the economic development profession. 
 
For more information about the Fields of Gold program, contact Tracey Coltrain, 
tracey@cspdc.org (540) 885-5174 or visit www.fieldsofgold.org. 
                                                                                 ### 
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Fields of Gold Farm Trail Celebrates Summer Success with Giveaway 
Winner received gift certificates for farm products 

STAUNTON (September 22, 2015)—The Fields of Gold Agritourism program celebrated 
another successful summer season along the expanding Fields of Gold Farm Trail by sponsoring 
a giveaway featuring gift certificates from member farms and businesses. 
  
Keith Grant, a professor of political science at James Madison University, is the Summer Ad 
Campaign Gift Certificate winner. Keith has been in Harrisonburg for a little over two years.  Prior 
to that, he lived in Pennsylvania near Valley Forge.  He is a wine enthusiast and has been slowly 
making his way through the many Virginia vineyards and wineries.  He is also a bit of a foodie 
and enjoys cooking and exploring new cuisines.  He has also recently taken up gardening as a new 
hobby.  Keith is excited to have been selected and looks forward to further exploring the Valley, 
gift certificates in tow. 
 
Fields of Gold member businesses that donated to the give-away included Pebble Hall Wildflower 
Farm, Fort Valley Ranch, Bluestone Vineyard, A Better Way Goat Farm and Dairy, Friendly City 
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Food Co-op, Blue Ridge Vineyard, Frontier Culture Museum, and the Harrisonburg Farmers 
Market. Over 250 people registered to win the gift certificates. 
 
With more than 30 farmers’ markets, 12 “pick your own” farms and dozens of farm festivals and 
special events on tap throughout the summer and fall, the Fields of Gold Farm Trail is now home 
to over 200 farms that are open to the public for educational and recreational purposes. 
Membership on the trail has steadily increased in 2015, with more than 20 new businesses joining 
the program.  The trail traverses five cities and eight counties in the heart of the Shenandoah 
Valley. Residents and visitors can experience everything from farm-to-table dining, 
barn/farmhouse lodging, wildflower and herb picking, cow milking, sheep shearing, goat milk 
soap making, llama trekking, wine, craft beer or cider tastings or trout fishing just to name a few 
activities. 
 
For more information about the Fields of Gold program, contact Tracey Coltrain, 
tracey@cspdc.org  (540) 885-5174 or visit www.fieldsofgold.org. 

                                                                      ### 
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Fields of Gold Receives Virginia Tourism Grant 
Funds will support “See You on the Farm Trail” promotion. 

STAUNTON (October 5, 2015) — Governor Terry McAuliffe announced that the Central 
Shenandoah Planning District Commission (CSPDC) will receive $9,995 from the Virginia 
Tourism Corporation (VTC) Marketing Leverage Program grant fund. In total, VTC awarded more 
than $796,000 for 45 tourism marketing projects across the state to help increase visitation and 
revenue for Virginia’s localities through tourism.  The grants are designed to help local and 
regional tourism entities attract more visitors by leveraging local marketing dollars, and will 
ultimately impact at least 173 other statewide tourism entities.  
 
“These Marketing Leverage grants provide businesses with the tools and funding they need to 
thrive and succeed in an overly-competitive market,” said Governor McAuliffe. “Investing in these 
tourism businesses positively contributes to the New Virginia Economy, and helps to make the 
Commonwealth the best place to live, work, and raise a family.” 
 
The CSPDC received the grant for its Fields of Gold – See You on the Farm Trail project. CSPDC 
partnered with area tourism businesses and departments to supply $9995 in matching funds for the 
project. These funds will be used to enhance the Fields of Gold website, 
http://www.fieldsofgold.org, and make it mobile-friendly, provide advertising and promotional 
materials for the program and marketing support to agritourism member businesses.  Fields of 
Gold promotes more than 190 farms and agritourism businesses in the Shenandoah Valley, and 
includes pick your own farms, wineries, breweries, farmers markets, trout farms, farm lodging, 
farm to table restaurants, and more.   
 
Tracey Coltrain, Agritourism Coordinator for the Fields of Gold program described what the grant 
will facilitate: “This grant will allow us to make upgrades and changes to our website that will 
make it even more user friendly and accessible for visitors to the Farm Trail. It will also allow us 
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to promote the program, not only within the Valley, but also in those locations outside of the 
Valley, like D.C., Richmond, and Charlottesville, to name a few.  We are super excited to be able 
to make it easier for potential visitors to the Trail to navigate our website while planning their 
adventure! We are also thrilled to be able to share the Trail with those outside of the Valley region. 
Visitors and residents alike are looking for “authentic” experiences” and what better way to have 
these than on the Farm Trail in the beautiful Shenandoah Valley?” 
 
Jenna French, Tourism Director for Shenandoah County, which partnered on the grant said, “We 
are thrilled to be a part of Fields of Gold.  With many of our visitors coming from more urban 
areas, Fields of Gold provides our visitors with truly unique experiences that embrace the 
agricultural heritage of the Shenandoah Valley, something they often can’t achieve in their own 
back yards.”  The Harrisonburg-Rockingham Chamber of Commerce was also a partner on the 
grant. 
 
For more information about the Fields of Gold program, contact Tracey Coltrain, 
tracey@cspdc.org (540) 885-5174 or visit http://www.fieldsofgold.org/. 
                                                                                 ### 
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Fields of Gold Farm Trail Awarded USDA Rural Development Grant 
More than 200 agritourism businesses to benefit. 

 
STAUNTON (July 14, 2016) — The Central Shenandoah Planning District Commission 
(CSPDC) today announced it will receive a $98,625 grant from USDA Rural Development to 
provide technical assistance to rural agricultural producers in the central Shenandoah Valley. The 
funds will go towards programs developed for members of the award-winning Fields of Gold – 
Shenandoah Valley’s Farm Trail agritourism program.  
 
The Fields of Gold Farm Trail was initiated in 2012 as a way to promote the region’s farms and 
their products.  By visiting farms on the Fields of Gold Farm Trail, visitors and residents can 
enjoy, learn about, or participate in local agriculture.  The Fields of Gold Farm Trail also 
includes off-farm activities such as farmers’ markets, farm-related festivals, farm-to-table 
restaurants, and stores that feature local farm products. Funding through this grant will assist in 
marketing the program’s over 200 Fields of Gold Farm Trail businesses, and will support the 
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start-up and growth of these ag-related businesses through comprehensive market planning, 
educational workshops, and business support services.  

Fields of Gold member Valerie Crummett of Cool Breeze Farm in Mount Sidney, Virginia 
reacted to the grant award: “The opportunity to work with the Fields of Gold Farm Trail program 
has been a boost to our ability to get the word out about our farm business, our events, and our 
newly opened market that features forest/pasture grazed pork, grass fed beef, free-range eggs and 
seasonal produce. As a rural business…getting noticed is often challenging. We like the fact that 
Fields of Gold encourages partnerships and collaboration among a wide-range of agricultural 
businesses and helps us be more visible to residents and visitors to the Valley. It’s given us an 
additional avenue for building our customer base.” 

Since its inception, the Fields of Gold Farm Trail program has leveraged partnerships and grant 
funding to establish a robust experience for visitors interested in local food and the farm 
experience. New navigation tools were recently installed on the website enabling visitors to 
customize their Farm Trail trip planning. A “Create Your Own Adventure Tool,” can be found 
on the website where visitors can get printable information and driving directions for the 
itinerary they have created. The site also is capable of filtering Fields of Gold members by 
locality and keyword search as well, allowing easy access to a list of farms in a desired area, or 
that carry specific products/services that the user wants to locate.  
 
New grant funds announced today were made available through the USDA Rural Business 
Development Grant program, which is a competitive grant designed to support targeted technical 
assistance, training and other activities leading to the development or expansion of small and 
emerging private businesses in rural areas that have fewer than 50 employees and less than $1 
million in gross revenues. 
 
“Our mission is to improve the economy and quality of life in rural Virginia, and working with 
organizations like the Central Shenandoah PDC is one of the best ways to accomplish that goal,” 
said Basil Gooden, Ph.D., Virginia State Director, USDA Rural Development. “The small 
businesses this grant will support are essential to the Valley’s and the state’s economies, so 
empowering them to grow and build capacity is something we’re all very proud of.” 

### 
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