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2015 Dietary Guidelines for Americans  
- Expected release by end of 2015 
- No immediate changes expected in USDA   
  Foods program 
- FNS will evaluate and adapt foods and  
  food packages as needed 
 

  

USDA/FNS Initiatives 



Lower Sodium Products for Schools 
- Sodium Target 1 in place and in second year of 

implementation 
- USDA Foods is preparing for Sodium Target 2 

scheduled for implementation in SY17-18  
- Prioritize reductions where feasible, specifically in 

protein items 
- Will collaborate with industry to discuss possible 

reductions and get input 
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Industry Offers Lower Sodium Options 

• Pizza manufacturers: adjusting 
spec’s to achieve lower sodium 
versions of their products 
 

• Poultry vendors: adjusting 
brine solutions (sodium 
replacements), spice blends, 
and breading mixes to lower 
sodium 
 

• Cold cuts/Cured Meats: many 
manufacturers report a 30-50% 
reduction in sodium already in 
place  
 

• Lower sodium soups and 
sauces 



USDA Foods Estimated FY16 Funding 

Program USDA Foods $ 
CNP $1,600,752,000  
TEFAP $319,750,000  
CSFP $175,932,000  
FDPIR $103,664,000  
TOTAL $2,200,098,000  
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USDA Foods FY14 School Purchases 
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• SY16 Entitlement Rate 
• SY15-16 Spending 
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USDA Foods: DoD Purchases SY08-16 
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Pilot Project for the Procurement of 
Unprocessed Fruits and Vegetables: 
- States can use entitlement for unprocessed fruit and 

vegetable purchases they bid/contract on their own 
- Supports local procurement of fruits and vegetables 
- Vendors must be approved by AMS 
- Participating States: CA, CT, MI, NY, OR, VA, WA, WI 
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FY 15 Complaints 
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• FNS Instruction 709-5 
 Published: June 2, 2015 
 
• Proposed Donated Foods Rule (7 CFR Part 250)  
  Published: October 22, 2014 
  Comments were due: January 20, 2015 

 

• Processing Regulation 

USDA Foods: Policy Update 



How USDA Determines Customer 
Needs/Demand: 

- Feedback from stakeholder 
workgroups/meetings/conferences 

- Formal surveys/outreach 

- Informal feedback from State 
agencies/school districts 

- Trends analysis of current product 
requests 

- Industry distribution trends in 
similar market 

 
 

USDA Foods: How to Get on the List 



New Product Research Focus Areas 
- Products that help schools meet meal pattern 

requirements 
- Products in packages to help meet individual 

program needs  
- Explore purchase of traditional foods for FDPIR 
- Explore purchase of kosher and halal foods  
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Product Labeling 
- Successful initiative: canned fruits and 

vegetables 
- Exploring expansion to other products 

and product categories 
- Focus on Customer Perception and 

Providing Needed Information 
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Availability of Nutrition/Allergen/Ingredient 
Information for Schools 
- Need: Vendor-specific nutrition/allergen/ingredient 

information for USDA Foods products for schools 

- Solution: Web-based solution using the Child Nutrition 
Database; collect USDA Foods vendor information and 
make available to States/schools 
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Availability of Nutrition/Allergen/Ingredient 
Information for Schools 
- Vendor support needed to ensure schools have access 

to the most up-to-date product information to: 
• Make informed decisions when selecting USDA Foods      
   products 
• Appropriately analyze nutritional content of menus 
• Take precautions in the foodservice setting to avoid allergen- 
   related incidents 
• Identify allergens/ingredients of concern that are not  
   required by the allergen statement 

 

USDA Foods: Initiatives  



- Quarterly Calls with State Distributing Agencies 

- Monthly Ordering Updates 

- Conference Call with Processors 

- New USDA Foods E-Letter 

 Sign up via GovDelivery on the FNS website:  

 http://www.fns.usda.gov/fdd 

-Webinars  

www.youtube.com/user/USDAfoodandnutrition 

 

USDA Foods Communication 

http://www.fns.usda.gov/fdd/food-distribution-programs
http://www.youtube.com/user/USDAfoodandnutrition


Questions? 
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