National Organic Program

U.S. Department of Agriculture

Exporting Organic Products to Switzerland

Beginning July 10, 2015, certified organic products of the United States and Switzerland can be represented as
organic in each other’s market. This organic equivalency arrangement eliminates significant trade barriers and
reduces the paperwork burden for farmers and businesses wishing to export organic products to Switzerland.

Products Covered Under the Arrangement
All organic products traded under the arrangement must:

1. Be certified organic to U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA), USDA organic regulations, at Title 7, Part
205 of the U.S. Code of Federal Regulations; and

2. Be either grown in the United States, produced in the United States, or be a product for which final
processing or packaging has occurred in the United States; and

3. Forany wine product, be produced and labeled according to the Switzerland Federal Department of
Economic Affairs, Education and Research (EAER) Ordinances on Organic Farming and the Labeling of
Organically Produced Products and Foodstufs (910.18) and Organic Farming of 22 September 1997
(910.181) and its regulations (“Swiss Organic Ordinances” can be found at
https://www.blw.admin.ch/blw/en/home/instrumente/kennzeichnung/biolandbau.html).

Documentation

The following document is required:

All U.S. organic shipments exported to Switzerland under this arrangement must be accompanied by an
electronic certificate of inspection (eCOl) issued through the TRAde Control and Expert System (TRACES).
The TRACES website and login page are available at https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/cfcas3/tracesnt-
webhelp/Content/Home.htm and https://webgate.training.ec.europa.eu/tracesnt/login.

U.S. operations should inform their certifying agent that they wish to ship products to Switzerland. All users
must register in TRACES and request a role that corresponds to their international trade activities. The list of
USDA-accredited certifying agents is available at www.ams.usda.gov/NOPACAs.

Labeling

Retail Products

The USDA organic seal may be used on products traded under the arrangement in the U.S. as well as in
Switzerland. In Switzerland, where no official organic logo exists, any organic seal or logo can be used as long
as it meets all the labeling requirements applicable in Switzerland. For more information regarding Swiss
labeling requirements, see the Swiss Organic Ordinances found at
https://www.blw.admin.ch/blw/en/home/instrumente/kennzeichnung/biolandbau.html.
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Organic products. Products certified as “organic” in the United States that are within the scope of the
arrangement may be sold as “organic” in Switzerland. Products may include the USDA organic seal.

100 percent organic products. Switzerland does not have a labeling category for 100 percent organic
products. Products within the scope of the arrangement may be labeled “organic” and include the USDA
organic seal.

“Made with” organic products. Switzerland does not have a labeling category for “made with” organic ***
products. For products containing less than 95 percent organic ingredients, a percentage statement of
organic content may be displayed on the label. Additionally, the overall percentage of organic ingredients
must be stated on the ingredient panel. Products containing less than 95 percent organic ingredients may
not be labeled with the USDA organic seal.

Bulk Products
Lot number must be present that allows for a complete audit trail to verify the product’s identity.

Wine

Under the arrangement, organic wine and wine “made with organic grapes” may be sold, labeled, and
represented as “organic” in Switzerland if the wine:

1. Is produced from 100 percent certified organic grapes (all varietals) and that any other agricultural
ingredients (including yeast) are certified organic.

2. Uses only those non-organic substances that are allowed under 7 CFR 205.605. However, wine
containing 100 parts per million or less of sulfur dioxide may be sold as “organic” in Switzerland.

3. Is produced only using the winemaking practices and substances detailed in the Swiss Organic
Ordinances found at
https://www.blw.admin.ch/blw/en/home/instrumente/kennzeichnung/biolandbau.html.

4. s labeled according to the Swiss Organic Ordinances (see link above).

Organic Seal

USDA

USDA Organic Seal (U.S.)
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